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Sugar is the largest imported agricultural commodity subject to quota. The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) establishes the annual Eligibility and Specialty tariff-rate quota (TRQ) limits. The United 
States Trade Representative (USTR) allocates the country quantitative limits, and U. S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP), through the Office of Trade’s Quota Branch, implements the sugar TRQs. 

This fact sheet provides a comprehensive list of information for importing products under the U.S. raw, refined, 
and specialty sugar tariff-rate quotas TRQs. Note that USDA staff will not provide any additional information 
on tariff code classification beyond items in the table below.  USDA will also not recommend specific customs 
brokers.  

 

Initial steps of the import process: 

• Determine which TRQ applies by confirming the Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) Code for the 
product using the Chapter 17 and CBP resources in the table below.  

• Identify the origins of your product and make sure they appear on the lists of eligible countries in the 
table below. 

• Determine whether an import Certificate of Quota Eligibility (CQE) is needed (see table below). 

• Familiarize yourself with the out of quota duty rates associated with the TRQ of the particular product in 
the table below. 

• Review the CBP Fact Sheet for entry procedures in the table below to understand the required 
documentation.  

• To avoid confusion with CBP at the border, a customs broker is strongly encouraged. 
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Importing Organic Sugar 

The table below includes information specific to U.S. organic sugar TRQs, the relevant HTS codes required on import documents required upon 
entry and whether a USDA CQE is required to import. 

Type Country of 
Origin 

TRQ HTS 2 HTS 1 CQE 

Organic raw 40 eligible 
countries 

WTO raw TRQ of 1,117,195 
MT 

1701141020   USDA CQE 
Contact for CQE: issued by supplying country 

Organic raw Costa Rica Specialty TRQ of 2,000 MT 1701141020 98220515 No 
Organic raw Panama Specialty TRQ of 500 MT 1701141020 98220920 Panama CQE 

Contact for CQE: Government of Panama 
Organic raw Peru Specialty TRQ of 500 MT 1701141020 98220615 No 
Certified organic All countries Specialty TRQ of 210,000 MT 1701991015   USDA Specialty Sugar Certificate 

See table below 
Certified organic Costa Rica Specialty TRQ of 2,000 MT 1701991015 98220515 No 
Certified organic Panama  Specialty TRQ of 500 MT 1701991015 98220920 Panama Specialty Certificate 

Contact for CQE: Government of Panama 
Certified organic Peru Specialty TRQ of 500 MT 1701991015 98220615 No 
Certified organic CAFTA-DR  Subj. To Trade Surplus Ch 98 

Note 25* 
1701995015 98220520 No 

Certified organic Colombia   Subj. To Trade Surplus Ch 98 
Note 32* 

1701995015 98220801 Colombia Specialty Certificate 
Contact for CQE: Government of Colombia 

Certified organic Panama Subj. To Trade Surplus Ch 98 
Note 35* 

1701995015 98220917 Panama Specialty Certificate 
Contact for CQE: Government of Panama 

Certified organic Peru Subj. To Trade Surplus Ch 98 
Note 28* 

1701995015 98220610  Peru Specialty Certificate 
Contact for CQE: Government of Peru 

*To determine whether a country has a trade surplus for the year, search for “trade surplus CY202X”) at federalregister.gov. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Ftrade%2Fquota%2Fbulletins%2Fqb-23-303-2024&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810290823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hIcrdA3af4c%2BFQotGopd8JCLuindx1Hc%2FTtSfiC8dDk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Ftrade%2Fquota%2Fbulletins%2Fqb-23-303-2024&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810290823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hIcrdA3af4c%2BFQotGopd8JCLuindx1Hc%2FTtSfiC8dDk%3D&reserved=0
http://www.federalregister.gov/
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TRQ Type Eligible 
Countries 

Certificate Required? Duty Rates Other Resources 

World Trade Organization 
(WTO) Raw Sugar 

TRQ volume: 1,117,195 
MTRV 

40 countries A USDA CQE is required for 
raw sugar entering the United 
States within the TRQ at the 
in-quota duty rate.   

Contact for CQE: 
souleymane.diaby@usda.gov 

Raw cane sugar entering 
the United States outside 
the TRQ must pay an 
out-of-quota duty of 
33.87 cents per kilogram 
(see Chapter 17). 

• CBP Sugar Quota Import Program Fact Sheet  
• CBP Sugar Entry Procedures 
• CBP Entry Form  
• CBP weekly status report on fill rates of products 

with TRQs: 
cbp.gov/document/report/commodity-status-
report 

• Find additional classification details on HTS 
codes at rulings.cbp.gov/home 

• Ask the USITC a variety of questions, including 
about the HTS code for a particular product at 
usitc.gov/contact_us.htm 

• Importers applying for a specialty sugar 
certificate are strongly encouraged to locate a 
customs broker familiar with the complex entry 
process for organic/specialty sugar at ncbfaa.org. 

• TRQ eligibility criteria, how to apply for a 
certificate, and how to submit an application: 
fas.usda.gov/programs/sugar-import-
program/applying-global-specialty-sugar-
certificate 

• National Organic Program 

Global Refined Sugar  

TRQ volume: 7,090 
MTRV 

All 
countries 

No USDA Certificate 
required. 

TRQ operates under a first-
come, first-served basis and 
typically fills upon opening 
moment. 

Refined sugar entering 
the United States outside 
the TRQ must pay an 
out-of-quota duty of 
35.87 cents per kilogram 
(see Chapter 17). 

Specialty Sugar TRQ  

TRQ volume: Varies by 
fiscal year 

There are multiple 
specialty sugar openings 
(tranches) throughout the 
year. Tranche dates are 
found in annual Federal 
Register Notices. 

All 
countries 

A USDA Specialty Sugar 
Certificate is required. 

Contact for CQE: 
William.Janis@usda.gov  

Specialty sugar entering 
the United States outside 
the TRQ must pay an 
out-of-quota duty of 
35.87 cents per kilogram 
(see Chapter 17). 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Ftrade%2Fquota%2Fbulletins%2Fqb-23-303-2024&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810290823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hIcrdA3af4c%2BFQotGopd8JCLuindx1Hc%2FTtSfiC8dDk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:souleymane.diaby@usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhts.usitc.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810300953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5MjWtgRlCs7wzns%2Bne1cQrV1gf8D1wwqwEwrFgi%2F0pA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fassets%2Fdocuments%2F2022-Apr%2FFactSheet_Sugar%2520Quota%2520Import%2520Program.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810308383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zqxz7Mlb%2Bcu%2BnBdf1Tt4BCF4%2BfNq6B8%2F60igulEsg1M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fassets%2Fdocuments%2F2020-Feb%2FICP-Cane-Beet-Sugar-2012-Final.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810314589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lkz9x7V8eS%2BYsmncp6f%2B0IYHlLn8UWanDmD5OqvNaCg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fassets%2Fdocuments%2F2023-Nov%2FCBP%2520Form%25207501.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810320666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g1BYmxk5ly%2BPGIJg%2FqYrNkRSyJJz0%2FHpTNOi%2BT6haPU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cbp.gov/document/report/commodity-status-report
https://www.cbp.gov/document/report/commodity-status-report
http://www.rulings.cbp.gov/home
http://www.usitc.gov/contact_us.htm
http://www.ncbfaa.org/
https://fas.usda.gov/programs/sugar-import-program/applying-global-specialty-sugar-certificate
https://fas.usda.gov/programs/sugar-import-program/applying-global-specialty-sugar-certificate
https://fas.usda.gov/programs/sugar-import-program/applying-global-specialty-sugar-certificate
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhts.usitc.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810344493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=edI8Y8KALovAbGmGU%2FI%2Bz6TsFt8e9V86R%2Fo68foOwKI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2023%2F07%2F19%2F2023-15295%2Ffiscal-year-2024-tariff-rate-quota-allocations-for-raw-cane-sugar-refined-and-specialty-sugar-and&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810350164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SSr9J7mvM%2BDCOT4SssTTLgEVWF0Ga20lMUDa8TchbOg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2023%2F07%2F19%2F2023-15295%2Ffiscal-year-2024-tariff-rate-quota-allocations-for-raw-cane-sugar-refined-and-specialty-sugar-and&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810350164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SSr9J7mvM%2BDCOT4SssTTLgEVWF0Ga20lMUDa8TchbOg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:William.Janis@usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhts.usitc.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CFAS-RMB-Sugars.Sugars%40usda.gov%7C6470bc1671884e31a96008dc4f2cfb82%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638472301810356321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jZo4OAfOysLrD%2Ffrz8Wy7qIEV4LbED4YDmP9bboxM%2Bg%3D&reserved=0



