
ADVANCING
TRADE FOR 
U.S. BEEF
Trade policy advances are critical
to U.S. agriculture’s success in the
global export arena. Since USDA
first established a stand-alone
mission area focusing on trade
and international affairs in 2017,
USDA’s Trade and Foreign
Agricultural Affairs has made
significant advances to support
U.S. agriculture.  

U.S. food and agricultural exports support
more than one million jobs and generate  
more than $200 billion in additional
economic activity each year in rural
communities and beyond.    

JOBS AND ECONOMIC
GROWTH

In 2023*, the actions of USDA’s Foreign
Agricultural Service helped preserve 
$6.4 billion in total U.S. agricultural
exports. That year, exports of U.S. beef was
valued at nearly $10.1 billion.   

VALUE OF EXPORTS AND
TRADE PRESERVED

In 2024*, USDA export promotion
programs (such as the Foreign Market
Development Program, Market Access
Program, and Regional Agricultural
Promotion Program) provided more than
$36.9 million to the U.S. agricultural
industry to support and grow exports of
U.S. beef and pork.

EXPORT PROMOTION
SUPPORT

* All information reported is for the fiscal
year. 

2022
Japan renegotiates the beef safeguard level under the U.S. – Japan Trade
Agreement. 
Dominican Republic market for U.S. beef remains open while certificates are
renegotiated following new Dominican requirements. 
Dominican Republic grants market access for bison and venison. 

2021
Egypt sets science-based MRLs for ractopamine, trenbolone, and zeranol in beef
liver. 
Ukraine extends the validity of 72 veterinary certificates while negotiating new
bilateral certificates following Ukraine's adoption of the European Union’s model
certificate.  
Argentina removes requirement for a signature from the export country’s
competent authority part of the import permit process. 
Brazil renegotiates export certificates following changes to Brazil’s model
certificate. 

2020
European Union enacts a U.S.-only, duty-free TRQ for high quality beef. 
Brazil extends validity of beef and bovine offal certificates, reopening the market,
while negotiations on new certificates continue. 
China expands scope of eligible beef products, eliminates age restrictions on cattle,
and recognizes the U.S. beef and beef products’ traceability system. 
Israel resumes issuing import quotas for U.S. beef to enter at zero tariffs. 
Saudi Arabia eliminates 30-month age restriction on cattle and aligns
requirements for U.S. beef with the WOAH guidelines for countries with a
negligible risk for BSE. 
Mexico grants market access for U.S. bison. 
Japan and the United States expand organic equivalence arrangement to include
organic livestock products. 
China, under the Phase One Agreement, agrees to streamline U.S. meat and dairy
facility and product registration. 
China adopts internationally-accepted MRLs for three widely-used veterinary drugs
(zeranol, trenbolone acetate, and melangesterol acetate).

2019
St. Lucia grants market access for U.S. beef offal. 
Morocco reduces tariffs on beef to maintain parity with the preferential tariffs
afforded other trade agreement partners.  
Japan eliminates longstanding BSE restrictions on U.S. beef exports and reopens
the market. 

2018
Morocco lifts BSE ban on U.S. beef. 
Hong Kong grants access to U.S. bison. 
El Salvador grants market access to U.S. lamb and veal. 
Paraguay grants market access to U.S. beef, pork, poultry, eggs, and natural
casings. 

2017
Japan approves three new pathogen reduction treatments for use in meat imports. 
Brazil expands access to include all U.S. beef and beef products for the first time in
13 years. 
Thailand expands market for U.S. beef and beef products expanded to include all
muscle cuts, including bone-in items, from any cattle regardless of age.  
China reinstates market access to U.S. beef and beef products from cattle less than
30 months in age. 
Mexico removes fumigation requirements for screwworm on U.S. hides and skins
from Florida.  

2024
Korea clarifies labelling requirements for pork, beef, eggs, dairy, 

       and processed meats. 
Israel withdraws proposed MRLs for dioxin and PCBs on beef, pork, poultry, dairy,
eggs, seafood, lamb exports at trade-limiting levels. 
Switzerland confirms that U.S. beef from non-hormone-free production is not
subject to Switzerland’s adoption of EU Veterinary Drug legislation. 
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2023
Taiwan eliminates the requirement that Canadian cattle imported into the United
States be on feed for at least 100 days prior to slaughter. 


