US DA United States

Department of

== Agriculture .
- .. World Agricultural

Agricultural
Service

Production

WAP 08-08
August 2008

Argentina: Dry Weather Hampers Sowing Campaign for Wheat

The USDA forecasts Argentina wheat production for 2008/09 at 13.5 million tons, down 1.0
million from last month and down 2.5 million from last year. Area is estimated at 4.7 million
hectares, down 0.4 million from last month and down 1.0 million from last year. Yield is
forecast at 2.87 tons per hectare, up slightly from last year’s 2.82 tons per hectare. Dry planting
conditions have caused sowing delays for winter wheat throughout much of Cordoba, Santa Fe,
Chaco, Entre Rios and northern Buenos Aires, and will likely result in reduced area for 2008/09.
The optimum planting windows for winter wheat typically extends from May through mid-July.
Similarly dry conditions is limiting planting and may reduce yields in the spring wheat region
farther north. High export taxes in effect during the first half of 2008 is discouraging the
planting of wheat and encouraging farmers to plant oilseeds instead. The recent dissolution of
the controversial Resolution 125 moving-scale grain tax has lowered wheat export tariffs to 20
percent, but the reprieve may have occurred too late to have a significant effect on wheat area.
(For more information, contact Denise McWilliams at 202-720-0107.)

Approved by the World Agricultural Outlook Board























mailto:sandene@fas.usda.gov























































	United States   
	Kazakhstan:  Localized Dryness Reduces Wheat Yield Prospects
	 EU-27:  Bumper Wheat Crop Being Harvested In Europe
	Wheat production in the European Union (EU-27) is estimated at 143.2 million tons, up 1.5 million or 1 percent from last month, and up 23.9 million or 20 percent from last year.  Harvested area is estimated at 26.6 million hectares, unchanged from last month, but up 8 percent from last year.  This year’s wheat crop, currently in the final stages of harvesting, is estimated to be second only to the 2004/05 record harvest of 146.9 million tons. High prices and the elimination of the set-aside restriction for 2008/09 encouraged producers to increase wheat area.  Meanwhile, above-average precipitation throughout the growing season maintained high soil moisture levels and contributed to high yields. The biggest year-to-year increases in production are being achieved in southeastern Europe, where precipitation has been very favorable.  Hungary’s 2008/09 crop is estimated at 5.2 million tons (4.0 last year), Romania’s is estimated at 7.0 (3.0) million, and Bulgaria’s is estimated at 3.7 (2.3) million.  Heavy summer rains in some areas of northern and central Europe, however, have delayed harvest and reduced quality. (For more information, contact Bryan Purcell at 202-690-0138.)


