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Argentina Corn:  Crop Suffering From Heat and Dryness

Argentina’s corn production for 2005/06 is forecast at 16.8 million tons, down 3 percent from last month and down 14 percent from last year.  Harvested corn area for 2005/06 is forecast at 2.4 million hectares, unchanged from last month, but down 11 percent from last year.  Yield is forecast at 7.00 tons per hectare, which is above the 5-year average of 6.31 tons, but down 3 percent from last month.  As of January 5, planting was 93 percent complete, compared to 96 percent at this time last year.  Areas still to be planted are in La Pampa, San Luis, Santa Fe, and the northern provinces.  The main reason for an overall decrease in area from last year is a general shift from grains to more profitable oilseeds. While the corn crop was reported in good condition in Cόrdoba, Entre Ríos, and Santa Fe during November, dryness throughout December has caused potential yield to decrease.  Severely hot temperatures in early January in the main corn-producing regions of Cόrdoba, Santa Fe, and northern Buenos Aires during the critical period of flowering have further decreased estimated yields.  Timely rains and a return to seasonal temperatures are necessary to prevent a further reduction in yield.  (For more information, contact Nicole Wagner at 202-720-0882.)
China Corn:  Record Crop Forecast for 2005/06

China’s corn production for 2005/06 is estimated at a record 134.0 million tons, up 4.0 million from last month and up 3.7 million from last year.  Area was revised upward this month to a record 26.2 million hectares, up 0.8 million from a year ago.  The Chinese government offered various tax incentives and subsidies in 2004 and 2005 to encourage farmers to increase total grain area, and farmers responded positively.  Large corn area increases were reported in Heilongjiang and Jilin provinces, while lower prices for cotton led to a shift from cotton to corn on the North China Plain.  The estimated yield of 5.1 tons per hectare is nearly equal to last year’s excellent yield but below the record set in 1998/99.  These revisions are based on recently-released data from China’s Ministry of Agriculture and other sources.  Few provincial estimates have been announced, although agricultural officials in Jilin (a major corn province) reported a corn crop of 19.0 million tons, up nearly 1.0 million from last year. 

Abundant rainfall and warm temperatures during the growing season favored crop development in the important corn-producing provinces of northern and eastern China.  Above-average yields are expected for Hebei, Henan, Shandong, Heilongjiang, and Jilin provinces.  In contrast, heavy rain and tropical storms lowered yield prospects in Liaoning, Inner Mongolia, Anhui, Jiangsu and parts of Shandong, while summer drought stressed the crop in parts of central and southern China.  (For more information, contact Paulette Sandene at 202-690-0133.)
China Wheat:  Higher Expected Yields in 2005/06  

China’s wheat production for 2005/06 is estimated at 97.0 million tons, up 1.0 million from last month and up more than 5.0 million from last year.  The estimated area of 22.7 million hectares is unchanged from last month, but up 1.1 million from a year ago.  Wheat yield is estimated at a record 4.27 tons per hectare, up slightly from last year.  These revisions are based on recently released data from China’s Ministry of Agriculture and other sources. 
Winter wheat production is typically about 95 percent of total wheat.  For 2005/06, the crop is estimated at 92.0 million tons, the largest crop since 2000/01.  Area increased by an estimated 6 percent in 2005/06 in response to good prices and government incentives designed to boost grain area.  Yields benefited from generally favorable weather, including adequate soil moisture at planting, abundant snow cover during the winter, and warm spring temperatures.  However, untimely rainfall in parts of the North China Plain during the harvest reportedly led to quality problems.  Spring wheat area and production dropped in 2005/06, continuing its downward trend.  The estimated spring wheat yield of 3.23 tons per hectare is lower than last year’s record yield, but above the 5-year average.  (For more information, contact Paulette Sandene at 202-690-0133.)
Kazakhstan Wheat:  Harvest Data Drops Crop Output 

The USDA estimates Kazakhstan wheat production for 2005/06 at 11.0 million tons, down 4 percent from last month, but up 11 percent from last year.  The revision is based on preliminary harvest data from the State Statistical Agency, which reported harvested area at 11.8 million hectares, unchanged from last year. The yield of 0.93 tons per hectare dropped below the 5-year average of 1.0 ton per hectare, but was up 11 percent from last year, when drought reduced output in one of Kazakhstan’s key grain-producing territories.  (For more information, contact Mark Lindeman at 202-690-0143.)  

Russia Sunflowerseed: Output Shatters Previous Record

The USDA estimates Russia sunflowerseed production for 2005/06 at a record 6.4 million tons, up 10 percent from last month and up 35 percent from last year, surpassing the previous record of 4.85 million tons harvested in 2003.  Harvested area is estimated at 5.3 million hectares, unchanged from last month and up 14 percent from last year.  According to official harvest reports, yield jumped by 19 percent from last year to 1.21 tons per hectare, the highest level since 1990.  Beneficially dry fall weather enabled farmers to harvest 97 percent of the planted area, against the average of 92 percent.  (For more information, contact Mark Lindeman at 202-690-0143.)  

European Union Corn:  Production Estimated Higher

EU 2005/06 corn production is estimated at 47.5 million tons from 5.9 million hectares. This represents an 0.5-million ton increase from last month, but a 5.9-million ton decrease from last year’s record harvest.  Specifically, the estimate for Spain’s corn production was raised 0.4 million tons from last month, to 3.9 million.  This was in response to reports indicating that  damage to corn by the season-long drought is lower than expected.  Because much of the crop is irrigated, corn likely escaped the drought unharmed.  Reservoir levels never fell much below half capacity.  In addition to the change in Spain’s estimate, production was raised by 0.03 million tons in the Czech Republic, to 0.6 million, and by 0.1 million in France, to 13.3 million.  The revisions are based on the latest harvest data.  (For more information, contact Bryan Purcell at 202-690-0138.)
European Union Mixed Grain:  Crop Revised Upwards


Mixed grain production in the EU for 2005/06 is estimated at 14.7 million tons, up 0.6 million from last month, but down 1.6 million from last season’s banner year.  Area is estimated at 4.1 million hectares.  Mixed grain in the EU is chiefly triticale, grown in Poland, Germany, and France.  Poland is Europe’s largest producer of mixed grains.  Its estimated 2005/06 crop is 7.8 million tons, up 1.2 million from last month, but down 0.3 million from last year.  The most recent statistics released by GUS, the Polish Statistics Office, concluded that the dry conditions during summer did not reduce production levels as earlier expected.  In addition, estimated harvested area in Poland was raised 0.2 million hectares from last month.  Germany’s estimated production of 2.8 million tons of mixed grain is down 0.5 million from last month, and down 0.7 million from last year.  Meanwhile, France’s estimated mixed grain production is 2.2 million tons, unchanged from last month, but down 0.1 million from last year.  (For more information, contact Bryan Purcell at 202-690-0138.)
This report uses information from the Foreign Agricultural Service’s (FAS) global network of agricultural attachés and counselors, official statistics of foreign governments and other foreign source materials, and the analysis of economic and satellite imagery.  Estimates of foreign area, yield, and production are from the Production Estimates and Crop Assessment Division, FAS, and are reviewed by USDA’s Inter-Agency Commodity Estimates Committee.  Estimates of U.S. area, yield, and production are from USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.  Numbers within the report may not add to totals because of rounding.  This report reflects official USDA estimates released in the World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE-430), Jan. 12, 2006.  

Printed copies are available from the National Technical Information Service.  Download an order form at http://www.ntis.gov/products/specialty/usda/fas_a-g.asp, or call NTIS at 1-800-363-2068. 

The FAS Production Estimates and Crop Assessment Division prepared this report.  The next issue of World Agricultural Production will be released after 9:00 a.m. Eastern Time, Feb. 9, 2006.

Conversion Table
Metric tons to bushels
Wheat, soybeans

=

MT * 36.7437

Corn, sorghum, rye

=

MT * 39.36825

Barley



=

MT * 45.929625

Oats



=

MT * 68.894438

Metric tons to 480-lb bales
Cotton



=

MT * 4.592917

Metric tons to hundredweight
Rice



=

MT * 22.04622

Area & weight
1 hectare


=

2.471044 acres

1 kilogram


=

2.204622 pounds

For further information, contact:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Foreign Agricultural Service

Production Estimates and Crop Assessment Division

Ag Box 1045, Room 6541, South Building

Washington, DC 20250-1045

Telephone: (202) 720-0888             Fax: (202) 720-8880
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202-720-0888
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provance@fas.usda.gov 
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Brad Doorn

202-690-0131
doorn@fas.usda.gov 

Contract Representative
Theresa Wright

202-720-8887
wrightt@fas.usda.gov 

Imagery Archive Coordinator
Bob Tetrault

202-690-0130 tetrault@fas.usda.gov



USDA Remote Sensing Advisor
Glenn Bethel

202-720-1280
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202-720-1860 baldwin@fas.usda.gov

Image Processing Specialist
Stephen Macugoski
202-720-6237 macugoski@fas.usda.gov
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COMMODITY-SPECIFIC INFORMATION
Grains Chairperson
Michelle Greenberg
202-720-7339
greenberg@fas.usda.gov

Oilseeds Chairperson
Paul Provance

202-720-0881
provance@fas.usda.gov

Rice Chairperson 
Teresa McKeivier
202-720-0879 teresa.mckeivier@usda.gov

Cotton Chairperson 
Teresa McKeivier
202-720-0879 teresa.mckeivier@usda.gov

COUNTRY- AND REGION-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Brazil, Paraguay, & Venezuela
Michael Shean

202-720-7366
shean@fas.usda.gov

Canada & Argentina
Nicole Wagner

202-720-0882
nicole.c.wagner@usda.gov
European Union, the Balkans,
Bryan Purcell

202-690-0138
purcellb@fas.usda.gov

  & North Africa

Russia, Ukraine, & Central Asia 
Mark Lindeman

202-690-0143
lindeman@fas.usda.gov

China, Koreas, Japan, 
Paulette Sandene
202-690-0133
sandene@fas.usda.gov
  & Southeast Asia


Australia, Bangladesh, India,
Jim Crutchfield

202-690-0135
crutchfield@fas.usda.gov

  & Pakistan


Southern Africa & West Africa 
Curt Reynolds

202-690-0134
reynoldsc@fas.usda.gov

Western United States
Carl Gernazio

202-690-0136
gernazio@fas.usda.gov

Eastern United States
(Vacant)
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