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Improved Indian Cotton Yields Boost Production

India's 2004/05 cotton production is forecast at a record 18.0 million bales, up 1.6 million from last month and up 4.2 million from last year.  The area forecast is 9.0 million hectares, unchanged from last month and up 1.2 million from last year.  The India cotton area has increased this season in response to higher domestic cotton prices.  The upward area revisions are reported in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Gujarat.  

Current yields are forecast at a record 435 kg/ha, up almost 10 percent from a year ago and close to 39 percent above the 10-year average.  Several very important factors combined this year to produce not only record yields, but also a record crop.  First, techno-logical improvements, parti-cularly the use of high-yielding hybrid planting seeds and the increased use of Bt cotton, led to improved yields.  Second, as a result of this season’s unusual monsoon rainfall pattern, sowing in these states was extended through early September compared to the normal end of sowing in late July.  Market arrivals as of March 27, 2005, are reported to be 16.3 million bales.  This is 40 percent above last season’s arrivals for the same period.  And finally, higher yields this season were supported by alternating periods of precipitation followed by several days of sunshine creating environmental conditions unfavorable for pest proliferation.

Brazil: Soybean and Corn Estimates Reduced Due to Drought

Brazil’s 2004/05 soybean crop is currently estimated at a record 54.0 million tons, down 5.0 million from last month, but up 3 percent from last year’s drought and Asian rust effected harvest.  Corn production is estimated at 38.5 million tons, down 1.0 million from last month and down 8 percent from last year.  The rainfall pattern during the summer growing season has been favorable for the majority of country, with the exception being the southern producing states of Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina, and Parana.  Drought developed in January in these southern states but had its greatest effect in Rio Grande do Sul, where 60-70 percent of the soybean crop and 50-60 percent of the summer corn crop were reportedly lost.  Recently, crop surveys from Brazilian government agencies indicate that soybean crop losses were more severe than previously forecast, requiring additional downward revisions.  In addition, dry weather is negatively affecting the winter corn crop in several key states.  Drought conditions are taking hold in Parana, Sao Paulo, and Mato Grosso do Sul, where 58 percent of the winter corn crop is grown.  Dry soil conditions delayed planting, preventing farmers from achieving their intended acreage, and the planting window is now closed.  (For more information, contact Michael Shean at 202-720-7366.)

South Africa: Bumper 2004/05 Corn Harvest Expected 

South Africa’s 2004/05 corn production is forecast at 11.5 million tons, up 0.5 million from last month and up 1.8 million from last year’s crop.  Harvested area is estimated at 3.5 million hectares, unchanged from last month, but up 0.2 million from last year. The estimated yield of 3.29 tons per hectare is near the record yield of 3.31 tons in 1980/81. South African corn is typically planted from early October through late December.  Currently the corn is in grainfill and harvesting is expected to occur from mid April through late June.

USDA/FAS analysts traveled extensively throughout South Africa’s corn-belt during Feb. 21-25, 2005.  The survey team found the crop in excellent condition for the entire region and it’s expected to be a bumper crop.  Rainfall has been above average in January, and near average for February and March.  There was some concern in the northwest regions, that due to late spring rains resulting in delayed plantings, the crop’s development may have been affected. However, above-average rainfall in January assisted the late-planted crop to recover in these regions.  (For more information, contact Curt Reynolds at 202-690-0134.)

India:  Excellent Growing Conditions Lead to Record Rapeseed Production

India's 2004/05 rapeseed production is estimated at a record 7.0 million tons, up 0.6 million from last month and up 0.2 million from last year. Area is forecast at a record 6.9 million hectares, unchanged from last month, but up 0.1 million from last year.  Yield is also forecast to be a record, at 1.02 tons per hectare, just above the previous record of 1.01 tons set in 1996/97.  During the post monsoon period beginning in October, northern India experienced above-average rains.  These rains combined with favorable prices led to a record sown area.  In February during the growing season, cool temperatures and occasional showers proved ideal for pod and seed development.  Generally, cool temperatures in January and February are correlated with high yields.  (For more information, contact Jim Crutchfield at 202-690-0135.)

China: Peanut and Rapeseed Production Revisions    

China’s 2004/05 peanut production is estimated at 14.3 million tons (unshelled), down 1.0 million from last month, but up 0.9 million from last year.  The estimate is based on official 2004 production data from China’s National Bureau of Statistics (NBS).  Peanut area is estimated at 5.0 million hectares, down 0.3 million from last month and down slightly from last year.  Although the NBS has not yet released official peanut area data for 2004/05, it now appears that China’s peanut area did not increase as previously expected.  The estimated yield of 2.86 tons per hectare is higher than last year’s weather-reduced crop and close to the 5-year average.  Heavy rain in August and September was detrimental to the maturing crop in northern production areas, while unseasonably dry weather likely hurt yields in the southern peanut provinces.  

China’s 2004/05 rapeseed crop is estimated at a record 13.0 million tons, up 1.0 million from last month and up 1.6 million from last year.  The estimate is based on official 2004 production data from NBS.  The estimated area for 2004/05 was lowered to 7.3 million hectares, down 0.5 million from last month, but up slightly from last year.  The Chinese government has not yet released an official area estimate for the 2004/05 rapeseed crop.  Yield for 2004/05 is estimated at a record 1.79 tons per hectare and reflects abundant moisture at planting in fall 2003 and excellent weather for maturing and harvesting in spring 2004.  

On February 28, NBS announced that China’s total oilseed area for 2004/05 was only 14.52 million hectares, down almost 500,000 hectares from last year.  The report did not give area estimates for individual crops.  Peanuts and rapeseed normally account for about 32 percent and 49 percent of total oilseed area, respectively. (For more information, contact Paulette Sandene at 202-690-0133).

This report uses information from the Foreign Agricultural Service’s (FAS) global network of agricultural attachés and counselors, official statistics of foreign governments and other foreign source materials, and the results of economic and satellite imagery analysis.  Estimates of foreign area, yield, and production are from the Production Estimates and Crop Assessment Division, FAS, and are reviewed by USDA’s Inter-Agency Commodity Estimates Committees.  Estimates of U.S. area, yield, and production are from USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.  Numbers within the report may not add to totals because of rounding.  This report reflects official USDA estimates released in the World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE-421), April 8, 2005.  

Printed copies are available from the National Technical Information Service.  Download an order form at http://www.ntis.gov/products/specialty/usda/fas_a-g.asp, or call NTIS at 1-800-363-2068. 

The FAS Production Estimates and Crop Assessment Division prepared this report.  The next issue of World Agricultural Production will be released after 9:00 a.m. Eastern Time on May 12, 2005.

Conversion Table
Metric tons to bushels
Wheat, soybeans

=

MT * 36.7437

Corn, sorghum, rye

=

MT * 39.36825

Barley



=

MT * 45.929625

Oats



=

MT * 68.894438

Metric tons to 480-lb bales
Cotton



=

MT * 4.592917

Metric tons to hundredweight
Rice



=

MT * 22.04622

Area & weight
1 hectare


=

2.471044 acres

1 kilogram


=

2.204622 pounds

For further information, contact:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Foreign Agricultural Service

Production Estimates and Crop Assessment Division

Ag Box 1045, Room 6541, South Building

Washington, DC 20250-1045

Telephone: (202) 720-0888             Fax: (202) 720-8880
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Grains Chairperson
Michelle Greenberg
202-720-7339
greenberg@fas.usda.gov

Oilseeds Chairperson
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Teresa McKeivier
202-720-0879 teresa.mckeivier@usda.gov

Cotton Chairperson 
Teresa McKeivier
202-720-0879 teresa.mckeivier@usda.gov

COUNTRY- AND REGION-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Argentina, & Paraguay
Bob Tetrault

202-690-0130
tetrault@fas.usda.gov

Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Venezuela,
Michael Shean

202-720-7366
shean@fas.usda.gov

  & Chile

Canada, Turkey, Iran, & Iraq
Nicole Wagner

202-720-0882
nicole.c.wagner@usda.gov
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Bryan Purcell

202-690-0138
purcellb@fas.usda.gov

  & North Africa

Russia, Ukraine, & Central Asia 
Mark Lindeman

202-690-0143
lindeman@fas.usda.gov
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Paulette Sandene
202-690-0133
sandene@fas.usda.gov
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Jim Crutchfield

202-690-0135
crutchfield@fas.usda.gov
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Curt Reynolds
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Western United States
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