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Foreign Grain Output Spirals Downward

Foreign wheat output is estimated 10 million tons lower than last month, and 32 million lower than last year at 487 million for 2003/04.  Serious drought and high temperatures will reduce wheat production across Europe.  Dry weather in Saskatchewan, Canada, affected wheat yields, especially durum.  Ukraine’s wheat production estimate was reduced again this month as harvest results are being released.  In South Asia, a bumper wheat harvest is expected in Afghanistan and the crop improved in Iran as well.  At the same time, foreign corn output is estimated at 359 million tons, down 5.8 million from last month and 13.3 million from last year.  The heat wave in Europe also affected corn; forecast corn production in the European Union is at its lowest level since 1998.  In contrast to 1998, this year’s decline is due almost entirely to lower yields; while in 1998, area had dropped as well.  On the up side this month for corn, the 2002/03 crop being harvested in Brazil is at record levels. 

European Union:  Drought Damages 2003/04 Wheat and Corn Crops

European Union wheat production is estimated at 94.5 million tons, a decrease of 5 million tons from last month, and 9 percent below last year’s crop.  This is due to a substantial drop in yield, estimated to be 5.49 tons per hectare.  Winter and spring moisture levels were extremely favorable, especially in Spain, however March and April were unusually dry, particularly for France and Germany.  Abnormally high temperatures throughout the month of June damaged dry, vulnerable fields in northeastern Europe.  This area usually achieves very high yields, but spring chemical applications were disrupted by dryness, and grain fill was cut short by June’s high temperatures.  Corn production is estimated at 34.5 million tons, down 5.5 million or 

14 percent from last month and down 13 percent from 2002/03.  Planting conditions were favorable in Western Europe this spring, but the summer months have been unusually hot and dry.  Most of the corn is irrigated, but water shortages have been reported in France and Italy, indicating that yields could be dramatically reduced.  Reports indicate that irrigation supplies in France will be shut down, although the duration of this decree is uncertain.  (For more information, contact Jim Tringe, 202-720-0882)

Canada:  2003/04 Wheat Crop Damaged by Hot Dry Winds
Canadian wheat production for 2003/04 is revised to 22.0 million tons, down 3 million from last month or 12 percent but 40 percent above last year’s crop.  It seemed relief from the two-year drought in the Canadian prairie had finally arrived with abundant autumn rainfall.   However, the weather since early July has been windy, hot and dry, causing crop conditions to steadily deteriorate.  Satellite imagery reveals vegetation to be stressed across much of the wheat growing area of western Canada.  Yields are forecast to be below average for the third consecutive year although not as poor as yields in 2001, according to the provincial agricultural office in Saskatchewan and the Canadian Wheat Board.  For Eastern Canada, winter wheat yields are expected to be exceptional.  (For more information, contact Jim Tringe, 202-720-0882)

Romania:  2003/04 Wheat Production Falls To New Low; Corn Production Dwindles 

Romania wheat production is estimated down 900,000 tons or 26 percent from last month to a meager 2.6 million tons.  Harvested area dropped 12 percent or 200,000 hectares since last month to leave the 2003/04 crop at just 1.5 million hectares.  This season’s harvest will be a record low; falling well short (40 percent) of last year’s drought-reduced 4.3 million tons and well below (49 percent) the average of 5.1 million tons.  A combination of factors has led to this year’s record low harvest.  A severe winter with low temperatures hovering at -20 °C damaged autumn planted crops.  There were also late winter frosts, destructive temperature swings, and a delayed arrival of spring weather.  The spring and summer growing season has been punctuated by heat and drought, further lowering yields and quality.  Corn production is estimated at 6.5 million tons, down 13 percent or 1.0 million from last month and down 800,000 tons or 11 percent from last year’s crop.  Corn was sown later than usual because of the long winter and ongoing drought persisted in major growing regions from April through June.  A recent reprieve with July rains has aided the crop, but more rain will be needed during the first half of August to stabilize yields. Average production is 7.5 million tons.  (For more information, contact Bryan Purcell at 202-690-0138)

Ukraine:  2003/04 Wheat Crop Estimated Still Lower

Ukraine wheat production for 2003/04 is estimated at 5.0 million tons, down 1.0 million or 17 percent from last month and down 15.6 million or 76 percent from last year.  Official reports indicate that the harvest of this year’s disastrous winter wheat crop is complete, with yields running about half last year’s level.  According to the State Statistical Committee, a staggering 65 percent of Ukraine’s winter grains were destroyed by unfavorable winter and early-spring weather: only about 2.4 million hectares of winter wheat, of the 6.7 million sown, will be harvested.  (For more information, contact Mark Lindeman at 202-690-0143)

Iran and Afghanistan:  2003/04 Wheat Production Higher 

Forecast Iran 2003/04 wheat production is estimated at 11 million tons, up 1 million or 10 percent from last month, and just below last year’s 12 million ton estimate.  Good weather and reduced import activity signal a large wheat crop for Iran; seasonal rainfall and crop vegetation conditions in most growing areas were similar to last year’s record crop.  Only the western provinces of Lorestan and Khuzestan, with 15 percent of production, experienced rainfall deficits during the spring.  A decline in crop-vegetation was observed and is likely to reduce yields.  Afghanistan’s 2003/04 wheat production is estimated at 4.5 million tons, up 1.0 million or 29 percent from last month and 1.8 million tons or 67 percent above last year.  Area is estimated at a record 3.2 million hectares, 1.5 million hectares above last year.  This is the second consecutive year of improved production following several years of drought in Afghanistan; a significant increase in planted area and very favorable weather has raised output to a record high.  Wet planting conditions encouraged farmers to increase area and favorable rainfall during the remainder of the season provided adequate water supplies.   (For more information, contact Maria Anulacion at 202-690-0139)

Brazil: 2002/03 Corn Prospects Highly Favorable
Corn production for 2002/03 is estimated at a record 45 million tons, up 1.5 million from last month and up 9.5 million from the previous year.  For 2003/04, the corn crop forecast is unchanged at 37.5 million tons.  Official survey results by IBGE, the official statistics agency, indicate higher than expected yields from the second crop harvest underway.  Winter frosts that often affect the crop were not a problem this season.  (For more information, contact Michelle Greenberg at 202-720-7339 or Michael Shean at 202-720-7366)  

India: 2003/04 Corn Production Increases 

India's 2003/04 corn production is forecast at 13.0 million tons, up 2.0 million or 18 percent from last month and up 1.9 million or 17 percent from last year.  Corn area is forecast at 6.9 million hectares, up 0.7 million or 11 percent from last month and up 0.6 million or 10 percent from last year. The current yield forecast is 1.88 tons per hectare, up 0.1 tons per hectare, or 6 percent above last month, and up 0.12 tons per hectare, or 7 percent above last year. The area increase is a result of higher corn prices and increased demand for corn in the poultry sector.  Rainfall from the 2003 monsoon favored timely sowing and produced beneficial conditions for plant development.  (For more information, contact Jim Crutchfield at 202-690-0135)

China:  2003/04 Rice Production Revised Downward 

China’s 2003/04 rice production was lowered this month to 118.0 million tons (milled basis), a reduction of 2.0 million or 2 percent from last month and down 3 percent from last year.  China grows three rice crops annually.  Farmers plant an early, double crop; a mid-season, single crop; and a late, double crop.  Unseasonable July weather reduced area and yield for the mid-season, single rice crop and late rice crops.  Excessive rainfall from mid-June through July caused significant flooding in the important single rice provinces of Anhui and Jiangsu, while unusually hot and dry weather in July and early-August depleted moisture supplies and stressed reproductive single rice and newly-planted late rice in the lower Yangtze River Valley and southeastern China.  Recent typhoon activity has brought scattered but welcome rainfall and slightly cooler temperatures to southern China, but soil moisture and seasonal rainfall totals remain far below normal.  (For more information, contact Paulette Sandene at 202-690-0133)
Japan:  Unfavorably Cool and Cloudy Weather Lowers 2003/04 Rice Yields

Japan’s 2003/04 rice production is estimated at 7.8 million tons (milled basis), down 0.2 million or 3 percent from last month and down 4 percent from last year.  The weather was cool and cloudy during July, particularly in the Tohoku region of northern Japan.  Reports indicate crop development was behind schedule and the lack of heat and sunshine created unfavorable conditions for rice entering the flowering stage.  (For more information, contact Paulette Sandene at 202-690-0133)
Russia:  Abandoned Grain Area Replanted to Sunflowers in 2003/04

Russia sunflowerseed production for 2003/04 is estimated at 4.1 million tons, up 0.3 million or 8 percent from last month and up 0.4 million or 11 percent from last year.  Estimated area jumped to 4.8 million hectares, from 3.8 million hectares in 2002/03, following unusually high damage to winter grains in southern Russia and replanting with spring crops.  While the State Statistical Committee reported planted area at 5.3 million hectares, the second-highest sown area on record, roughly 10 percent of sown area typically is not harvested.  Weather to date has been generally favorable for sunflowers, and yield is estimated at 0.85 ton per hectare against a 5-year average of 0.80 ton per hectare.  (For more information, contact Mark Lindeman at 202-690-0143)

Malaysia and Indonesia:  Palm Oil Production Forecast Higher for 2003/04

Malaysia is the world’s largest palm oil producer, followed by Indonesia.  Higher area and improved yields are expected to boost palm oil production in both nations during 2003/04.  Malaysia’s 2003/04 palm oil production estimate was increased to 13.4 million tons, up 0.2 million or 2 percent from last month and up 3 percent from the revised estimate of 13.0 million tons for 2002/03.  Despite periods of drier than normal weather, Malaysia’s quarterly production levels exceeded projections in 2002/03 and are expected to remain high in 2003/04.  Indonesia’s palm oil production estimate for 2003/04 was raised this month to 10.1 million tons, up 0.3 million or 3 percent from last month and up 4 percent from the current year’s revised production of 9.7 million tons. The weather has been close to normal in Indonesia this year, and projected output assumes continued fair weather.  Strong demand, expanding markets, and steady prices for palm oil have encouraged producers in both countries to increase their investment in the palm oil sector.  Planted area has expanded, and farmers have reportedly increased the use of fertilizer and other agricultural inputs. (For more information, contact Paulette Sandene at 202-720-0133) 

This report uses information from the Foreign Agricultural Service’s (FAS) global network of agricultural attachés and counselors, official statistics of foreign governments and other foreign source materials, and the results of economic and satellite imagery analysis.  Estimates of foreign area, yield, and production are from the Production Estimates and Crop Assessment Division, FAS, and are reviewed by USDA’s Inter-Agency Commodity Estimates Committees.  Estimates of U.S. area, yield, and production are from USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.  Numbers within the report may not add to totals because of rounding.  This report reflects official USDA estimates released in the World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE-400), August 12, 2003.  

Printed copies are available from the National Technical Information Service.  Download an order form at http://www.ntis.gov/products/specialty/usda/fas_a-g.asp, or call NTIS at 1-800-363-2068. 

The Production Estimates and Crop Assessment Division, FAS, prepared this report.  The next issue of World Agricultural Production will be released after 9:00 a.m. Eastern Time on September 11, 2003.

Conversion Table
Metric tons to bushels
Wheat, soybeans

=

MT * 36.7437

Corn, sorghum, rye

=

MT * 39.36825

Barley



=

MT * 45.929625

Oats



=

MT * 68.894438

Metric tons to 480-lb bales
Cotton



=

MT * 4.592917

Metric tons to hundredweight
Rice



=

MT * 22.04622

Area & weight
1 hectare


=

2.471044 acres

1 kilogram


=

2.204622 pounds
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Division Director
Allen Vandergriff
202-720-0888
vandergriff@fas.usda.gov

Administrative Assistant 
Mary Jackson
202-720-0888
jacksonma@fas.usda.gov

Deputy Director
Eric Wenberg
202-720-0873
wenberge@fas.usda.gov

Remote Sensing Specialist
Brad Doorn

202-690-0131
doorn@fas.usda.gov 

Contract Representative
Theresa Wright
202-720-8887
wrightt@fas.usda.gov 

Imagery Archive Coordinator
Judy Goldich
202-720-1572
goldich@fas.usda.gov

USDA Remote Sensing Advisor
Glenn Bethel
202-720-1280
bethel@fas.usda.gov

COMMODITY SPECIFIC INFORMATION
Cotton & Rice Chairperson
Ron Roberson
202-720-0879
roberson@fas.usda.gov

Grains Chairperson
Michelle Greenberg
202-720-7339
greenberg@fas.usda.gov

Oilseeds Chairperson
Paul Provance
202-720-0881
provance@fas.usda.gov

Production Database Manager
Marnet Whittington
202-720-0886    whittington@fas.usda.gov

COUNTRY AND REGION SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Bob Tetrault
202-690-0130
tetrault@fas.usda.gov

  & Chile

Brazil

Michael Shean
202-720-7366
shean@fas.usda.gov

Mexico, Central America,

  & Caribbean 
Ron White

202-690-0137
whiter@fas.usda.gov

Canada & Western Europe 
Jim Tringe

202-720-0882
tringej@fas.usda.gov

Central Europe & North Africa
Bryan Purcell
202-690-0138
purcellb@fas.usda.gov

Turkey, Middle East,

  & Southwest Asia
Maria Anulacion
202-690-0139
anulacion@fas.usda.gov

Russia, Ukraine, 

 & other FSU States
Mark Lindeman
202-690-0143
lindeman@fas.usda.gov

China, Koreas, Japan, &
Paulette Sandene
202-690-0133
sandene@fas.usda.gov
  Southeast Asia


Australia, Bangladesh,
Jim Crutchfield
202-690-0135
crutchfield@fas.usda.gov

  India, & Pakistan


Central & Southern Africa
Curt Reynolds
202-690-0134
reynoldsc@fas.usda.gov

United States
Rao Achutuni
202-690-0140
achutuni@fas.usda.gov

United States & Int’l Weather
Carl Gernazio
202-690-0136
gernazio@fas.usda.gov
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