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According to U.S. trade statistics, the U.S. planting seed exports appear to have fallen slightly from $818,000 million in MY 2001/02 to just under $813,000 million in MY 2002/03.  Field crop seeds, such as corn and soybean seeds brought down the total, declining 15 percent while grass seeds, other forage seeds, and leguminous vegetable seeds increased 26, 24, and 18 percent, respectively.   However, due to a possible data misclassification of soybean seed exports to Mexico in MY 2001/02, seed exports in 02/03 have actually increased slightly.  Despite the likelihood of rapid commercialization in the Mexican soybean seed market, it appears there may be an error in U.S. trade statistics.  Currently, the Census Bureau is investigating this data discrepancy.    

The value of seed exports to Western Hemisphere countries is down 11 percent while exports to the European Union, Middle East and South Asia helped offset this decline.  Exports to Mexico, our single largest market, were down 13 percent, mostly due to an 80 percent drop in yellow corn seeds.  Seed exports to Canada declined 5 percent in large part due to a drop in other corn seed exports.  Grass seed exports to Canada increased, however.    Argentina, Italy, Japan, and Venezuela also imported less U.S. seed than last year.  Argentina decreased its alfalfa seed imports while Italy and Venezuela decreased yellow seed corn imports.  Many countries including China, Costa Rica, France, Hong Kong, the Netherlands, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and Spain all increased U.S. planting seed imports.   France, Pakistan and Spain primarily increased their imports of yellow seed corn while China and Saudi Arabia increased alfalfa seed imports.  Hong Kong increased its imports of oat seeds.   
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U.S. planting seed imports increased 2 percent in MY 2002/03 led by a 6 percent increase in field crop seeds and a 12 percent increase in other vegetable seed.  Leguminous vegetable seed, grass seeds and other seeds declined.   The overall trend in planting seed imports has remained relatively constant.  

U.S. Planting Seed Exports flat in MY 2002/03, while U.S. imports increase 2 percent.
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Sheet1

		AREA/COUNTRIES OF DESTINATION						JULY - JUNE										|		JULY - JUNE

		AND COMMODITIES EXPORTED						VALUES IN 1000 DOLLARS										|		COMPARISONS

								1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		|		2002		2003		%CHNG

		WORLD TOTAL		PLANTING SEEDS				836,283		789,378		767,288		750,027		817,567		|		817,567		812,999		-0.56

				FIELD CROP SEEDS				326,743		258,957		269,501		276,762		314,599		|		314,599		266,100		-15.42

				OTH VEGETABLE SEEDS				230,581		265,729		223,886		242,996		250,927		|		250,927		248,145		-1.11

				GRASS SEEDS				85,002		74,600		74,206		70,404		96,326		|		96,326		121,290		25.92

				OTHER SEEDS				58,602		56,405		63,898		59,661		67,023		|		67,023		69,996		4.44

				OTHER FORAGE SEEDS				84,777		83,859		73,259		64,099		49,076		|		49,076		60,904		24.1

				LEGUMINOUS VEG SEEDS				50,578		49,829		62,539		36,105		39,615		|		39,615		46,565		17.54

																		|

		TOTAL						836,283		789,378		767,288		750,027		817,567		|		817,567		812,999		-0.56
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		AREA/COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN						JULY - JUNE										|		JULY - JUNE

		AND COMMODITIES IMPORTED						VALUES IN 1000 DOLLARS										|		COMPARISONS

		CONSUMPTION IMPORTS						1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		|		2002		2003		%CHNG

		WORLD TOTAL		PLANTING SEEDS				427,567		446,107		478,489		428,598		406,671		|		406,671		414,882		2.02

				FIELD CROP SEEDS				141,659		150,112		172,643		139,625		136,826		|		136,826		144,947		5.94

				OTH VEGETABLE SEEDS				123,334		125,975		126,830		123,323		103,544		|		103,544		115,652		11.69

				OTHER SEEDS				59,355		63,293		65,590		57,948		59,755		|		59,755		57,160		-4.34

				LEGUMINOUS VEG SEEDS				25,417		21,694		26,243		28,158		49,138		|		49,138		37,902		-22.87

				GRASS SEEDS				47,586		47,817		63,980		57,935		34,615		|		34,615		34,134		-1.39

				OTHER FORAGE SEEDS				30,217		37,216		23,203		21,609		22,793		|		22,793		25,088		10.07

																		|

		TOTAL						427,567		446,107		478,489		428,598		406,671		|		406,671		414,882		2.02
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AREA/COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN JULY - JUNE | JULY - JUNE 
AND COMMODITIES IMPORTED VALUES IN 1000 DOLLARS | COMPARISONS 
CONSUMPTION IMPORTS 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 | 2002 2003 %CHNG 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
WORLD TOTAL  PLANTING SEEDS    427,567 446,107 478,489 428,598 406,671 | 406,671 414,882 2.02 
  FIELD CROP SEEDS    141,659 150,112 172,643 139,625 136,826 | 136,826 144,947 5.94 
  OTH VEGETABLE SEEDS    123,334 125,975 126,830 123,323 103,544 | 103,544 115,652 11.69 
  OTHER SEEDS    59,355 63,293 65,590 57,948 59,755 | 59,755 57,160 -4.34 
  LEGUMINOUS VEG SEEDS    25,417 21,694 26,243 28,158 49,138 | 49,138 37,902 -22.87 
  GRASS SEEDS    47,586 47,817 63,980 57,935 34,615 | 34,615 34,134 -1.39 
  OTHER FORAGE SEEDS    30,217 37,216 23,203 21,609 22,793 | 22,793 25,088 10.07 
                |       
TOTAL     427,567 446,107 478,489 428,598 406,671 | 406,671 414,882 2.02 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Data Source: Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Statistics 
Note: All zeroes for a data item may show that statistics exist in the other import type. Consumption or General. 
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