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Report Highlights:
On October 15, the Romanian Veterinary Authority received official confirmation that the 

Avian Influenza discovered in the Danube Delta region is H5N1, the same deadly strain currently active in Southeast Asia.  On Friday, October 14, a new outbreak was detected, in Maliuc village, near Tulcea, as the samples from one hen and one swan tested positive for Avian Influenza. Samples have been sent to Weybridge, UK for further testing and accurate strain identification.
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H5N1 Virus confirmation 

On October 15, 2005, the Institute for Diagnosis and Animal Health received official confirmation that the virus isolated in samples taken from Ceamurlia-de–Jos last week was highly pathogenic, H5N1 strain, similar to the one detected in Turkey and Asia. 

New Outbreak – Maliuc

As a result of the surveillance program, on October 14, samples from one hen and one swan collected from Maliuc (40 km north from Ceamurlia-de Jos) tested positive for Avian Influenza. The isolated virus has been sent for further research to the Reference Laboratory in Weybridge, UK. Maliuc village is the second put under quarantine.  

Eradication Activity

To date, all poultry from Ceamurlia- de-Jos (18,000 birds) have been culled and incinerated; the final disinfection action will take place soon. The culling of the 3,000 birds, which belong to the second outbreak Maliuc, and the disinfection are underway.  

Veterinary Surveillance

Following the official confirmation of the highly pathogenic virus, prevention measures have been extended to other counties as well. In Tulcea and Constanta, movement of birds and pigs beyond the backyard has been prohibited and permanent veterinary surveillance continue with samples collection and disinfection of all cars and trucks leaving these two counties. 

A “buffer” area has been established in the counties Braila, Galati, Ialomita, Calarasi. The entries and exits from these counties can only be done through locations where disinfection equipment exists. Surveillance testing continues and additional samples collected within the area under veterinary surveillance have tested negative.

Throughout the country, live animals markets (“wet markets”) have been closed.
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