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Australia's beef exports are rising, particularly to major North Asian markets, as strong export demand brought on by the absence of U.S. competition continues to boost shipments.  Beef exports to Japan and Korea are up sharply in the first five months of 2004, while exports to the United States and Canada are lower.  Beef exports to Japan and Korea in January-May 2004 were 31 percent and 39 percent higher, respectively, than the year-earlier period.
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Beef Export Update

Australia’s beef exports are rising, as strong export demand continues to boost shipments.  However, total beef exports during the first five months of 2004 (341,383 MT, shipped weight) are up less than one percent from the same period a year earlier.  Monthly beef exports in May reached the highest level thus far in 2004, up nine percent from the April figure and five percent higher than in May 2003.  Australia’s beef exports in 2004 have totaled 45,965 MT in January, 67,266 MT in February, 76,598 MT in March, 71,476 MT in April, and 80,078 MT in May.  (Graph #1)

Beef exports to Japan and Korea are up sharply in the first five months of 2004, while exports destined for the United States and Canada are lower, versus the year earlier period.  Beef exports to Japan during the first five months of 2004 totaled 147,345 MT, 31% higher than a year earlier, while shipments to Korea totaled 38,907 MT, up by 39%.  In this five-month period, Japan replaced the United States as Australia’s largest beef export market, in volume terms.  For North America, January-May 2004 shipments to the United States totaled 121,724 MT, down nine percent, while exports to Canada totaled 2,519 MT, 88% lower than the 20,635 MT shipped in the year-earlier period.  (Graph #2)

Australia’s beef exports to Japan and Korea year-to-date are 35,000 MT and 11,000 MT higher, respectively, than the comparable period of 2003.  Export prospects to these markets for the remainder of the year will depend critically on developments related to the re-opening of these markets to U.S. beef.  A more prolonged absence of U.S. beef in Japan will likely result in Australia’s 2004 beef exports to Japan rising more than the 50,000 to 75,000 MT (carcass weight equivalents) forecast in Post’s Livestock and Products Semi-Annual Report (AS4003, 02/19/04).  (Post uses a conversion factor of 1.43 to convert shipped weight to carcass weight equivalents.)

Exports to Australia’s other leading Asian markets have dipped thus far in 2004.  Beef shipments to Taiwan, Indonesia and the Philippines dropped seven percent, 43% and 72%, respectively, during the first five months of 2004.  Presumably, beef that would have usually been exported to these destinations is being diverted to Japan and Korea.
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Sheet1

																1.43

								AUSTRALIA: Beef/Veal Exports										AUSTRALIA: Beef/Veal Exports

								(MT, shipped weight)										(MT, carcass weight equivalent)

										Chilled		Frozen		Total		1.43				Chilled		Frozen		Total

								2001 Jan-Dec										2003 Jan-Dec

								U.S.		17,917		379,775		397,692				U.S.		25,621		543,078		568,700

								Canada		9,136		41,808		50,944				Canada		13,064		59,785		72,850

								Japan		188,069		131,035		319,104				Japan		268,939		187,380		456,319

								Korea		1,691		55,088		56,779				Korea		2,418		78,776		81,194

								Taiwan		1,606		27,518		29,124				Taiwan		2,297		39,351		41,647

								Indonesia		925		8,701		9,626				Indonesia		1,323		12,442		13,765

								Philippines		86		19,597		19,683				Philippines		123		28,024		28,147

								Others		17,588		46,065		63,653				Others		25,151		65,873		91,024

								TOTAL		237,018		709,587		946,605				TOTAL		338,936		1,014,709		1,353,645

								2002 Jan-Dec										2003 Jan-Dec

								U.S.		20,010		365,823		385,833				U.S.		28,614		523,127		551,741

								Canada		12,368		70,557		82,925				Canada		17,686		100,897		118,583

								Japan		143,861		93,096		236,957				Japan		205,721		133,127		338,849

								Korea		5,411		74,742		80,153				Korea		7,738		106,881		114,619

								Taiwan		1,381		32,989		34,370				Taiwan		1,975		47,174		49,149

								Indonesia		1,173		13,381		14,554				Indonesia		1,677		19,135		20,812

								Philippines		118		2,252		2,370				Philippines		169		3,220		3,389

								Others		25,038		58,165		83,203				Others		35,804		83,176		118,980

								TOTAL		209,360		711,005		920,365				TOTAL		299,385		1,016,737		1,316,122

								2003 Jan-Dec										2003 Jan-Dec

								U.S.		27,358		340,652		368,010				U.S.		39,122		487,132		526,254

								Canada		5,437		23,566		29,003				Canada		7,775		33,699		41,474

								Japan		148,698		130,619		279,317				Japan		212,638		186,785		399,423

								Korea		6,465		55,824		62,289				Korea		9,245		79,828		89,073

								Taiwan		1,151		29,968		31,119				Taiwan		1,646		42,854		44,500

								Indonesia		952		12,042		12,994				Indonesia		1,361		17,220		18,581

								Philippines		84		8,492		8,576				Philippines		120		12,144		12,264

								Others		18,033		31,588		49,621				Others		25,787		45,171		70,958

								TOTAL		208,178		632,751		840,929				TOTAL		297,695		904,834		1,202,528

								AUSTRALIA: Beef/Veal Exports										AUSTRALIA: Beef/Veal Exports

								(MT, shipped weight)										(MT, carcass weight equivalent)

										Chilled		Frozen		Total						Chilled		Frozen		Total

								2003 Jan-May										2003 Jan-May

								U.S.		8,508		124,571		133,079				U.S.		12,166		178,137		190,303

								Canada		3,363		17,272		20,635				Canada		4,809		24,699		29,508

								Japan		62,425		50,047		112,472				Japan		89,268		71,567		160,835

								Korea		2,500		25,555		28,055				Korea		3,575		36,544		40,119

								Taiwan		420		12,312		12,732				Taiwan		601		17,606		18,207

								Indonesia		421		5,922		6,343				Indonesia		602		8,468		9,070

								Philippines		26		3,717		3,743				Philippines		37		5,315		5,352

								Others		8,169		13,478		21,647				Others		11,682		19,274		30,955

								TOTAL		85,832		252,874		338,706				TOTAL		122,740		361,610		484,350

								2004 Jan-May										2004 Jan-May

								U.S.		7,264		114,460		121,724				U.S.		10,388		163,678		174,065

								Canada		1,160		1,359		2,519				Canada		1,659		1,943		3,602

								Japan		75,799		71,546		147,345				Japan		108,393		102,311		210,703

								Korea		3,752		35,155		38,907				Korea		5,365		50,272		55,637

								Taiwan		811		11,025		11,836				Taiwan		1,160		15,766		16,925

								Indonesia		400		3,188		3,588				Indonesia		572		4,559		5,131

								Philippines		23		1,034		1,057				Philippines		33		1,479		1,512

								Others		5,559		8,848		14,407				Others		7,949		12,653		20,602

								TOTAL		94,768		246,615		341,383				TOTAL		135,518		352,659		488,178

								2003 Jan-May										2003 Jan-May

								January		13,336		38,304		51,640				January		19,070		54,775		73,845				51.64

								February		18,201		52,990		71,191				February		26,027		75,776		101,803				71.191

								March		18,294		51,765		70,059				March		26,160		74,024		100,184				70.059

								April		17,473		52,241		69,714				April		24,986		74,705		99,691				69.714

								May		18,528		57,574		76,102				May		26,495		82,331		108,826				76.102

								TOTAL		85,832		252,874		338,706				TOTAL		122,740		361,610		484,350

								2004 Jan-May										2004 Jan-May

								January		15,127		30,838		45,965				January		21,632		44,098		65,730				45.965

								February		19,844		47,422		67,266				February		28,377		67,813		96,190				67.266

								March		19,025		57,573		76,598				March		27,206		82,329		109,535				76.598

								April		19,059		52,417		71,476				April		27,254		74,956		102,211				71.476

								May		21,712		58,366		80,078				May		31,048		83,463		114,512				80.078

								TOTAL		94,767		246,616		341,383				TOTAL		135,517		352,661		488,178

								2004 Jan-Dec (forecast)										2004 Jan-Dec (forecast)

								U.S.		17,434		274,704		292,138				U.S.		24,930		392,827		417,757

								Canada		2,784		3,262		6,046				Canada		3,981		4,664		8,645

								Japan		181,918		171,710		353,628				Japan		260,142		245,546		505,688

								Korea		9,005		84,372		93,377				Korea		12,877		120,652		133,529

								Taiwan		1,946		26,460		28,406				Taiwan		2,783		37,838		40,621

								Indonesia		960		7,651		8,611				Indonesia		1,373		10,941		12,314

								Philippines		55		2,482		2,537				Philippines		79		3,549		3,628

								Others		13,342		169,204		182,546				Others		19,078		241,962		261,040

								TOTAL		227,443		739,845		967,288				TOTAL		325,244		1,057,978		1,383,222

								Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics										Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

								Jan 2003										Jan 2003

								U.S.		1,127		17,105		18,232				U.S.		1,612		24,460		26,072

								Canada		567		4,165		4,732				Canada		811		5,956		6,767

								Japan		9,778		7,106		16,884				Japan		13,983		10,162		24,144

								Korea		322		3,824		4,146				Korea		460		5,468		5,929

								Taiwan		36		1,458		1,494				Taiwan		51		2,085		2,136

								Indonesia		119		1,341		1,460				Indonesia		170		1,918		2,088

								Philippines		7		445		452				Philippines		10		636		646

								Others		1,380		2,860		4,240				Others		1,973		4,090		6,063

								TOTAL		13,336		38,304		51,640				TOTAL		19,070		54,775		73,845

								Feb 2003										Feb 2003

								U.S.		1,910		24,935		26,845				U.S.		2,731		35,657		38,388

								Canada		657		4,137		4,794				Canada		940		5,916		6,855

								Japan		13,168		10,703		23,871				Japan		18,830		15,305		34,136

								Korea		528		5,528		6,056				Korea		755		7,905		8,660

								Taiwan		88		2,213		2,301				Taiwan		126		3,165		3,290

								Indonesia		109		1,621		1,730				Indonesia		156		2,318		2,474

								Philippines		5		768		773				Philippines		7		1,098		1,105

								Others		1,736		3,085		4,821				Others		2,482		4,412		6,894

								TOTAL		18,201		52,990		71,191				TOTAL		26,027		75,776		101,803

								Mar 2003										Mar 2003

								U.S.		2,233		23,733		25,966				U.S.		3,193		33,938		37,131

								Canada		769		3,472		4,241				Canada		1,100		4,965		6,065

								Japan		12,704		10,306		23,010				Japan		18,167		14,738		32,904

								Korea		622		6,352		6,974				Korea		889		9,083		9,973

								Taiwan		75		3,090		3,165				Taiwan		107		4,419		4,526

								Indonesia		74		804		878				Indonesia		106		1,150		1,256

								Philippines		2		989		991				Philippines		3		1,414		1,417

								Others		1,815		3,019		4,834				Others		2,595		4,317		6,913

								TOTAL		18,294		51,765		70,059				TOTAL		26,160		74,024		100,184

								April 2003										April 2003

								U.S.		1,573		28,284		29,857				U.S.		2,249		40,446		42,696

								Canada		627		2,079		2,706				Canada		897		2,973		3,870

								Japan		12,944		10,093		23,037				Japan		18,510		14,433		32,943

								Korea		574		4,825		5,399				Korea		821		6,900		7,721

								Taiwan		109		2,869		2,978				Taiwan		156		4,103		4,259

								Indonesia		46		864		910				Indonesia		66		1,236		1,301

								Philippines		4		749		753				Philippines		6		1,071		1,077

								Others		1,596		2,478		4,074				Others		2,282		3,544		5,826

								TOTAL		17,473		52,241		69,714				TOTAL		24,986		74,705		99,691

								May 2003										May 2003

								U.S.		1,665		30,514		32,179				U.S.		2,381		43,635		46,016

								Canada		743		3,419		4,162				Canada		1,062		4,889		5,952

								Japan		13,831		11,839		25,670				Japan		19,778		16,930		36,708

								Korea		454		5,026		5,480				Korea		649		7,187		7,836

								Taiwan		112		2,682		2,794				Taiwan		160		3,835		3,995

								Indonesia		73		1,292		1,365				Indonesia		104		1,848		1,952

								Philippines		8		766		774				Philippines		11		1,095		1,107

								Others		1,642		2,036		3,678				Others		2,348		2,911		5,260

								TOTAL		18,528		57,574		76,102				TOTAL		26,495		82,331		108,826

								Exports		U.S.		Canada		Japan		Korea				Total

								2001		397,692		50,944		319,104		56,779				946,605		946.605		319.104		397.692		50.944		56.779

								2002		385,833		82,925		236,957		80,153				920,365		920.365		236.957		385.833		82.925		80.153

								2003		368,010		29,003		279,317		62,289				840,929		840.929		279.317		368.01		29.003		62.289

								2003 (J-M)		133,079		20,635		112,472		28,055				338,706		338.706		112.472		133.079		20.635		28.055

								2004 (J-M)		121,724		6,046		147,345		62,289				341,383		341.383		147.345		121.724		6.0456		62.289
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										Chilled		Frozen		Total		1.43				Chilled		Frozen		Total

								2001 Jan-Dec										2003 Jan-Dec
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								Korea		2,500		25,555		28,055				Korea		3,575		36,544		40,119

								Taiwan		420		12,312		12,732				Taiwan		601		17,606		18,207

								Indonesia		421		5,922		6,343				Indonesia		602		8,468		9,070

								Philippines		26		3,717		3,743				Philippines		37		5,315		5,352

								Others		8,169		13,478		21,647				Others		11,682		19,274		30,955

								TOTAL		85,832		252,874		338,706				TOTAL		122,740		361,610		484,350

								2004 Jan-May										2004 Jan-May

								U.S.		7,264		114,460		121,724				U.S.		10,388		163,678		174,065

								Canada		1,160		1,359		2,519				Canada		1,659		1,943		3,602

								Japan		75,799		71,546		147,345				Japan		108,393		102,311		210,703

								Korea		3,752		35,155		38,907				Korea		5,365		50,272		55,637

								Taiwan		811		11,025		11,836				Taiwan		1,160		15,766		16,925

								Indonesia		400		3,188		3,588				Indonesia		572		4,559		5,131

								Philippines		23		1,034		1,057				Philippines		33		1,479		1,512

								Others		5,559		8,848		14,407				Others		7,949		12,653		20,602

								TOTAL		94,768		246,615		341,383				TOTAL		135,518		352,659		488,178

								2003 Jan-May										2003 Jan-May

								January		13,336		38,304		51,640				January		19,070		54,775		73,845

								February		18,201		52,990		71,191				February		26,027		75,776		101,803

								March		18,294		51,765		70,059				March		26,160		74,024		100,184

								April		17,473		52,241		69,714				April		24,986		74,705		99,691

								May		18,528		57,574		76,102				May		26,495		82,331		108,826

								TOTAL		85,832		252,874		338,706				TOTAL		122,740		361,610		484,350

								2004 Jan-May										2004 Jan-May

								January		15,127		30,838		45,965				January		21,632		44,098		65,730

								February		19,844		47,422		67,266				February		28,377		67,813		96,190

								March		19,025		57,573		76,598				March		27,206		82,329		109,535

								April		19,059		52,417		71,476				April		27,254		74,956		102,211

								May		21,712		58,366		80,078				May		31,048		83,463		114,512

								TOTAL		94,767		246,616		341,383				TOTAL		135,517		352,661		488,178

								2004 Jan-Dec (forecast)										2004 Jan-Dec (forecast)

								U.S.		17,434		274,704		292,138				U.S.		24,930		392,827		417,757

								Canada		2,784		3,262		6,046				Canada		3,981		4,664		8,645

								Japan		181,918		171,710		353,628				Japan		260,142		245,546		505,688

								Korea		9,005		84,372		93,377				Korea		12,877		120,652		133,529

								Taiwan		1,946		26,460		28,406				Taiwan		2,783		37,838		40,621

								Indonesia		960		7,651		8,611				Indonesia		1,373		10,941		12,314

								Philippines		55		2,482		2,537				Philippines		79		3,549		3,628

								Others		13,342		169,204		182,546				Others		19,078		241,962		261,040

								TOTAL		227,443		739,845		967,288				TOTAL		325,244		1,057,978		1,383,222

								Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics										Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

								Jan 2003										Jan 2003

								U.S.		1,127		17,105		18,232				U.S.		1,612		24,460		26,072

								Canada		567		4,165		4,732				Canada		811		5,956		6,767

								Japan		9,778		7,106		16,884				Japan		13,983		10,162		24,144

								Korea		322		3,824		4,146				Korea		460		5,468		5,929

								Taiwan		36		1,458		1,494				Taiwan		51		2,085		2,136

								Indonesia		119		1,341		1,460				Indonesia		170		1,918		2,088

								Philippines		7		445		452				Philippines		10		636		646

								Others		1,380		2,860		4,240				Others		1,973		4,090		6,063

								TOTAL		13,336		38,304		51,640				TOTAL		19,070		54,775		73,845

								Feb 2003										Feb 2003

								U.S.		1,910		24,935		26,845				U.S.		2,731		35,657		38,388

								Canada		657		4,137		4,794				Canada		940		5,916		6,855

								Japan		13,168		10,703		23,871				Japan		18,830		15,305		34,136

								Korea		528		5,528		6,056				Korea		755		7,905		8,660

								Taiwan		88		2,213		2,301				Taiwan		126		3,165		3,290

								Indonesia		109		1,621		1,730				Indonesia		156		2,318		2,474

								Philippines		5		768		773				Philippines		7		1,098		1,105

								Others		1,736		3,085		4,821				Others		2,482		4,412		6,894

								TOTAL		18,201		52,990		71,191				TOTAL		26,027		75,776		101,803

								Mar 2003										Mar 2003

								U.S.		2,233		23,733		25,966				U.S.		3,193		33,938		37,131

								Canada		769		3,472		4,241				Canada		1,100		4,965		6,065

								Japan		12,704		10,306		23,010				Japan		18,167		14,738		32,904

								Korea		622		6,352		6,974				Korea		889		9,083		9,973

								Taiwan		75		3,090		3,165				Taiwan		107		4,419		4,526

								Indonesia		74		804		878				Indonesia		106		1,150		1,256

								Philippines		2		989		991				Philippines		3		1,414		1,417

								Others		1,815		3,019		4,834				Others		2,595		4,317		6,913

								TOTAL		18,294		51,765		70,059				TOTAL		26,160		74,024		100,184

								April 2003										April 2003

								U.S.		1,573		28,284		29,857				U.S.		2,249		40,446		42,696

								Canada		627		2,079		2,706				Canada		897		2,973		3,870

								Japan		12,944		10,093		23,037				Japan		18,510		14,433		32,943

								Korea		574		4,825		5,399				Korea		821		6,900		7,721

								Taiwan		109		2,869		2,978				Taiwan		156		4,103		4,259

								Indonesia		46		864		910				Indonesia		66		1,236		1,301

								Philippines		4		749		753				Philippines		6		1,071		1,077

								Others		1,596		2,478		4,074				Others		2,282		3,544		5,826

								TOTAL		17,473		52,241		69,714				TOTAL		24,986		74,705		99,691

								May 2003										May 2003

								U.S.		1,665		30,514		32,179				U.S.		2,381		43,635		46,016

								Canada		743		3,419		4,162				Canada		1,062		4,889		5,952

								Japan		13,831		11,839		25,670				Japan		19,778		16,930		36,708

								Korea		454		5,026		5,480				Korea		649		7,187		7,836

								Taiwan		112		2,682		2,794				Taiwan		160		3,835		3,995

								Indonesia		73		1,292		1,365				Indonesia		104		1,848		1,952

								Philippines		8		766		774				Philippines		11		1,095		1,107

								Others		1,642		2,036		3,678				Others		2,348		2,911		5,260

								TOTAL		18,528		57,574		76,102				TOTAL		26,495		82,331		108,826

								Exports		U.S.		Canada		Japan		Korea				Total

								2001		397,692		50,944		319,104		56,779				946,605		946.605		319.104		397.692		50.944		56.779

								2002		385,833		82,925		236,957		80,153				920,365		920.365		236.957		385.833		82.925		80.153

								2003		368,010		29,003		279,317		62,289				840,929		840.929		279.317		368.01		29.003		62.289

								2003 (J-M)		133,079		20,635		112,472		28,055				338,706		338.706		112.472		133.079		20.635		28.055

								2004 (J-M)		121,724		6,046		147,345		62,289				341,383		341.383		147.345		121.724		6.0456		62.289
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