
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Voluntary Report - public distribution 

Date: 5/13/2004 

GAIN Report Number: ZA4001 

ZA4001 

Zambia 

Grain and Feed 

Zambia Wheat Report 

2004 
 
 
Approved by: 
Fred Kessel 
U.S Embassy 

Prepared by: 
Mary Onsongo 
 
 
Report Highlights: 
The demand for wheat is estimated at 150,000 mt per year, production is estimated between 
55,000 - 75,000 mt per year. The balance is met through imports mainly Argentine wheat. 
This year about 14,000 mt of HRW will be imported by Zambia.  
 
The Zambian millers readily accept HRW and should the prices be competitive Zambia is an 
emerging market albeit in small quantities. 
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

Wheat Production 
 
Zambian wheat production, estimated to average about 70,000 metric tons annually, meets 
only about one half of consumption, pegged by local analysts at 150,000 mt per year.  The 
balance is covered by imports, most often Argentine origin. Wheat is a crop predominantly 
grown by commercial farmers from an area around 10,000 hectares annually. The main 
wheat producing areas are the Copperbelt and Southern and Central Lusaka.  
 
In years past, Zimbabwe supplied most of Zambia’s import demand, however with the severe 
decline in Zimbabwe’s exportable surplus, imports from other origins to meet modestly 
growing demand in Zambia is taking place. The demand is concentrated in the urban areas of 
Lusaka, which has a population of 2 million people out of 10 million estimated population of 
Zambia.  
 
Hard Red Winter (HRW) probably between 10,000 and 15,000 mt has made its way to 
Zambia this year, transiting the port of Durban.  An additional 6,500 mt of HRW is due to 
arrive in June as part of a five-year Title II agreement between USAID and Land O’Lakes, to 
be monetized with the proceeds to support development efforts in Zambia. 
 
HRW is readily accepted by Zambian millers, and this growing, albeit small, market will likely 
be a commercial buyer as long as U.S. prices remain competitive. 
 
 


