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Japanese Ministry of Agriculture (MAFF) has recently announced plans to expand its
place-of-origin labeling (POL) requirement to include ingredients in pickled fruits, vegetables
and other pickled foods ("tsukemono”). Plums, seaweed, surimi, and awide range of asian
vegetables account for most pickled foods in Japan, with China and South K orea supplying most
imported ingredients.

To-date, MAFF POL requirements under the Japan Agricultural Standards (JAS) have been
limited to perishable foods and rice (see JA9022); the new labeling requirement for ingredientsin
pickled products represents the first processed food category to be subject to mandatory POL.
Currently, MAFF guidelines only require makers of processed foods to disclose where products
are processed.

MAFF expects the new requirements to be fully implemented by the beginning of Japanese
Fiscal Year 2002 (April 1, 2002).
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