Faith-Based and Community Initiatives in International Food Assistance

What is Food Aid?
Food aid is the donation of agricultural commodities to assist millions of people in poor countries throughout the world.  The U.S. Government administers a variety of food aid programs, and is in fact, the world’s largest donor of food aid.
U.S. Government-supported food aid programs operate through a variety of cooperating sponsors, which include private voluntary organizations (PVOs), non-profit organizations, cooperatives, foreign governments and intergovernmental organizations.  Food aid programs provide cooperating sponsors with donated commodities to carry out development projects around the world.

There are four food aid programs that provide partnership opportunities:
· Food for Progress -- The Food for Progress program provides for the donation or credit sale of U.S. commodities for use in developing countries and emerging democracies to support democracy and an expansion of private enterprise. To date, all food aid under this program has been by donation.
www.fas.usda.gov/excredits/FoodAid/FFP/foodforprogess.asp 
· Food for Education – The McGovern-Dole International Food for Education and Child Nutrition Program helps support education, child development, and food security for some of the world’s poorest children. It provides for donations of U.S. agricultural products, as well as financial and technical assistance, for school feeding and maternal and child nutrition projects in low-income, food-deficit countries that are committed to universal education.
www.fas.usda.gov/excredits/FoodAid/FFE/FFE.asp 
· Section 416(b) – Section 416(b) of the Agriculture Act of 1949 provides for overseas donations of surplus commodities acquired by the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC).  Donations may not reduce the amounts of commodities traditionally donated to U.S. domestic feeding programs, and may not disrupt normal commercial sales.  Availability of commodities depends on CCC inventories, and therefore programming varies.  Section 416(b) is currently inactive as there are no CCC-owned commodities available at this time.
www.fas.usda.gov/excredits/FoodAid/416b/section416b.asp 
· Food for Peace – Food for Peace provides food to help those in need by providing commodity donations to private voluntary organizations and the World Food Program. Approximately two-thirds of the program's budget goes for emergency feeding programs to respond to man-made and natural disasters while one-third funds development food aid activities to address food insecurity.
www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/ffp/ 
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Eleven-year-old Thamina Saromie and her mother Karima live in 
Afghanistan where her mother is a math teacher

at Hatifee School in 
Herat.  Her school has 
gone from 700 students

to 8,000 in one year,
thanks to the work in Afghanistan of World Vision, a Christian 
relief and development

organization.
World Vision, with 
USDA assistance, has 
built or rehabilitated 
nine schools in Herat, Badghis, and Kabul provinces and has 
provided tons of food commodities under the McGovern-Dole International Food 
for Education and 
Child Nutrition 
Program to feed 
37,000 schoolchildren 
and 675 teachers.
“We are very 
enthusiastic about the future,” says Ms. Melhin, the headmistress. 
“We are creating the 
teachers, doctors, and engineers of the future.”

The first three programs listed above are administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).  To learn more about these programs, funding opportunities, and eligible organizations, visit the Food Aid Home Page  www.fas.usda.gov/food-aid.asp  of USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service.
The fourth program, Food for Peace, is administered by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).  Visit USAID’s website listed above to learn more about the program.

How are Food Aid grants different than other types of grants?

An award made under a food aid grant program is a donation of agricultural commodities plus a limited amount of funding to cover freight costs associated with the transport of those commodities to destinations in foreign countries.  Some awards may also include cash funding for a specific purpose in support of a development project; however, the donation of commodities is the primary component of each food aid award.  Commodity donations are made in hundreds of tons of food and are designed to help large numbers of beneficiaries.  

None of the food aid grant programs currently administered by the U.S. Government award only cash for the purchase of food overseas.

Next steps…

Visit the individual websites listed above to learn more details about each food aid program.  After learning more, if your organization is still interested in applying for a grant we recommend the following:

(1)  To determine whether your organization is ready to partner on a Food Aid program with USDA, visit 

www.fas.usda.gov/excredits/FoodAid/AreYouReady.html 
(2)  Plan on attending the International Food Aid Conference, which is held annually in the spring and is co-hosted by USDA and USAID.  This conference provides not only information on all aspects of food aid but also invaluable networking opportunities.  This is an especially good networking opportunity for those organizations that want to partner on a food aid program but may not be large enough to be the primary recipient of a food aid grant.  To learn more about this annual event and to download some of the presentations from last year’s conference, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/2007_ifac_speech_presentation.pdf 
(3)  If you conclude that your organization is not interested or is not able to work with donated commodities, visit  http://www.usda.gov/fbci/ to learn about other potential sources of funding for your organization.

For more information...

Food Assistance Division 

Office of Capacity Building and Development

Foreign Agricultural Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture

website    www.fas.usda.gov/excredits/FoodAid/FBCI/faith-based.html 
e-mail     PPDED@fas.usda.gov

phone     (202) 720-4221
