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World Meat Import Demand to Fall

Year-to-Year Changes for 2005 - 2009
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For the first time in over a decade, global imports of pork, beef, and broiler meats are all forecast to
decline in a single year. Deterioration in the global economic situation, restrictive trade policies,
the stronger U.S. dollar and changing market conditions, are among the reasons for falling demand
in some major importing countries.

The drop in global pork imports can mostly be attributed to a combination of cost prohibitive
Russian out-of-quota tariffs, Ukraine’s worsening economic conditions and currency devaluation,
and greater Chinese pork production. These three countries account for over 20 percent of world
demand, but nearly 80 percent of the year-to-year drop.

Weaker beef demand by many principal importers such as Russia, Mexico and South Korea will
more than offset growth in the United States and the EU, two of the world’s largest importers.

Global imports of broiler meat are down mainly because of Russia, which accounts for 15 percent
of world imports in 2008. Russia’s restrictive import quotas and cost prohibitive out-of-quota
tariffs constrain trade, while production is expanding with newer facilities as the government is
committed to becoming a net exporter in the near future.

Note: Data in this document reflects the PSD ( ) and WASDE release of April 9, 2009.
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