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Greece's Cotton Exports Rise, More Competition for U.S.
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Greece is the largest EU cotton producer and the world’s sixth largest cotton exporter. For 2005/06,
production is forecast at 1.9 million bales and exportable supplies are forecast to grow to over 2 million
bales, the largest since 2000/01. As Greek cotton production continues to increase and domestic
consumption shrinks, Greek exports are forecast to reach 1.45 million bales in 2005/06.

Most Greek cotton exports are destined for Turkey, which in 2003/04 absorbed 33 percent of the total
quantity exported. In 2004/05, Greek exports to Turkey grew by 20 percent and account for 50 percent of
Greek cotton trade. Although the United States is the largest exporter to the Turkish market, Greece has
proven to be a competitive force in the region with its expanding exports and close proximity to Turkey.

Greek exports to traditional markets within the European Union have decreased in recent years while
Pakistan and China have emerged as Greek customers. After Turkey, Italy is the second largest market for
Greek cotton, importing 139,000 bales in 2004/05, down from 348,000 bales in 2000/01. In 2004/05,
Pakistan imported 37,000 bales and China imported 34,000 bales. Because of limited production capacity
and proximity to the Turkish market, Greek expansion into these markets will likely be limited.
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Table 4
Cotton Area, Yield, and Production

World and Selected Countries and Regions

Area (1,000 Ha) Yield (KG/Ha) Production (1,000 Bales)
2004/2005 2005/2006  2004/2005 2005/2006  2004/2005 2005/2006

Western Hemisphere

United States 5,284 5,533 958 911 23,251 23,161
Brazil 1,172 900 1,096 1,149 5,900 4,750
Mexico 105 130 1,296 1,256 625 750
Argentina 374 335 393 422 675 650
Paraguay 215 250 304 348 300 400
Peru 94 100 690 697 298 320
Colombia 65 75 804 755 240 260
Others 58 58 556 556 148 148
Total 7,367 7,381 929 898 31,437 30,439
Europe
EU 466 476 1,075 1,098 2,301 2,401
Greece 375 385 1,045 1,074 1,800 1,900
Spain 90 90 1,210 1,210 500 500
Others 4 4 653 653 12 12
Total 470 480 1,071 1,095 2,313 2,413
Africa
FZA 2,610 2,480 408 419 4,885 4,770
Mali 533 540 449 464 1,100 1,150
Burkina 550 550 467 455 1,180 1,150
Benin 300 325 486 419 670 625
Cote d'lvoire 300 265 435 468 600 570
Cameroon 220 200 495 544 500 500
Chad 425 350 192 218 375 350
Togo 200 180 354 381 325 315
Senegal 42 40 518 490 100 90
Eqypt 307 270 945 887 1,332 1,100
Tanzania; United R 500 500 229 239 525 550
Nigeria 380 380 241 241 420 420
Sudan 210 170 544 474 525 370
Zimbabwe 330 330 231 231 350 350
Zambia 375 350 203 218 350 350
Uganda 400 375 109 131 200 225
Mozambique 155 155 155 155 110 110
South Africa; Repu 26 30 796 689 95 95
Malawi 47 47 417 417 90 90
Others 213 213 237 247 232 242
Total 5,553 5,300 357 356 9,114 8,672
Asia and Oceania
China; Peoples Re 5,690 5,100 1,110 1,046 29,000 24,500
India 9,000 9,300 460 445 19,000 19,000
Pakistan 3,190 3,150 771 657 11,300 9,500
FSU 2,638 2,675 664 672 8,040 8,260
Uzbekistan; Rep 1,456 1,450 778 841 5,200 5,600
Turkmenistan 550 600 376 345 950 950
Kazakhstan; Re 216 200 685 680 680 625
Taijikistan; Repu 290 280 601 467 800 600
Azerbaijan; Rep 80 100 612 653 225 300
Kyrgyzstan; Rep 46 45 876 895 185 185
Turkey 700 630 1,291 1,279 4,150 3,700
Australia 314 285 2,080 1,833 3,000 2,400
Syria 234 212 1,489 1,463 1,600 1,425
Iran 167 158 802 799 615 580
Burma; Union of 300 300 196 196 270 270
Afghanistan 50 50 370 370 85 85
Israel 14 10 1,851 1,742 119 80
Others 183 193 433 439 364 389
Total 22,480 22,063 751 693 77,543 70,189
Foreign
Total 30,586 29,691 692 649 97,156 88,552
World
Total 35,870 35,224 731 691 120,407 111,713
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Table 5

Cotton Production, Supply and Distribution by Country
MY 2005/2006
(1,000 480 Ib Bales)

Beg. Stocks Production Imports  Total Supply se Loss Exports End. Stocks

Albania 7 1 34 42 35 0 0 7

Angola 2 5 3 10 5 0 3 2
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Belarus 10

Benin 271 625 0 896 10 0 650 236

Brazil 5,081 4,750 200 10,031 4,000 -100 2,000 4,131

Burkina 397 1,150 0 1,547 4
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Chad 123 350 0 473 15 0 325 133

China; Peoples Republic of 10,563 24,500 16,000 51,063 42,500 -1,500 25 10,038

Congo; Democratic Rep of the 5 15 15 35 30 0 0 5

Cote d'lvoire 358 570 0 928 50 0 550 328
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Hong Kong 25 55

India 8,061 19,000 800 27,861 16,750

o

1,800 9,311

Iran 180 580 25 785 550
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Ireland 1 0 1 2 1

o
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Italy 147 0 800 947 800
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Kazakhstan; Republic of 148 625 0 773 50 0 575 148

Korea; Democratic Peoples R 10 55 10 75 65 0 0 10

Kyrgyzstan; Republic of 37 185 0 222 5 0 180 37

Lebanon 1 0 3 4 3 0 0 1

Macedonia, Republic of 2 1 5 8 6 0 0 2

Malawi 92 90 0 182 10 0 920 82
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