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Turkey Cotton Imports Hit Record, U.S. Share Slips 
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Turkey’s cotton imports and mill use are expected to soar to record levels in MY 2004/05.  Meanwhile, the 
United States, Turkey’s primary cotton supplier, is losing market share despite increasing exports.  For 
2004/05, Turkey’s imports are forecast at 3.15 million 480-lb bales, up 33 percent from 2003/04; local 
consumption is forecast at 6.75 million bales, up 9 percent. 

Turkey is the world’s second largest cotton importer and among the top three markets for U.S. exports.  As 
of March 31, more than 1.2 million bales of U.S. cotton were exported to Turkey, up 400,000 bales from 
2003/04.  Although U.S. cotton exports to Turkey have increased in 2004/05 as compared to last year, U.S. 
market share has faded from 54 percent to 49 percent through January.  Greece has picked up the majority of 
Turkey’s increase in imports, driving its market share up from 16 percent to 34 percent over the same 
period. As a result, U.S. exports are not expected to eclipse 60 percent market share for the season as seen 
in the previous two seasons.  MY 2004/05 appears to be shaping up similar to 2001/02 when the U.S. held 
53 percent market share and Greece held 27 percent. For the past three seasons, U.S. exports to Turkey have 
been stable despite variations is Turkey’s total imports. 

Increased Turkish imports are mostly due to government action to stop the in-flow of low-priced yarn and 
fabric from the FSU and Asian countries.  Tax incentives for processing imported yarns and re-exporting the 
final products are no longer offered to Turkish mills. Lower yarn imports have led to increased domestic 
cotton spinning.  Additionally, a strong lira and new protocol expanding a preferential customs union to the 
ten newest members of the EU will continue to support local mill use and the country’s dependence on 
cotton imports. 
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Summary of Changes in Estimates and Forecasts from Last Month 
(1,000 480 lb Bales and 1,000 Ha) 

Marketing Year 
Area 

Harvested 
Yield 
Kg/Ha 

Beginning
 Stocks Production Imports Use Loss Exports 

Ending 
Stocks 

Argentina 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -60 60 
Australia 

2001/2002 0 0 0 0 0 0  0  29  -29  
2002/2003 0 0 -29 0 0 0  0  0  -29  
2003/2004 0 0 -29 0 0 0  0  -6  -23  
2004/2005 0 67 -23 100 2 0 0 100 -21 

Austria 

2003/2004 0 0 0 0 7 5 0 0 2 
2004/2005 0 0 2 0 10 10  0  0  2  

Azerbaijan; Republic of 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -25 25 
Belgium-Luxembourg 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 20 -15  0  35  0  
Bolivia 

1993/1994 0 0 0 0 5 10  0  0  -5  
1994/1995 0 0 -5 0 5 15  0  -25  10  
1995/1996 0 0 10 0 5 25  0  -45  35  
1996/1997 0 0 35 0 5 25  0  -15  30  
1997/1998 0 0 30 0 5 25  0  -30  40  
1998/1999 0 0 40 0 5 20  0  5  20  
1999/2000 0 0 20 0 15 25  0  5  5  
2000/2001 0 0 5 0 25 20  0  5  5  
2001/2002 -7 -65 5 -17 35 25 0 0 -2 
2002/2003 -7 80 -2 -15 35 30 0 -15 3 
2003/2004 0 152 3 7 37 40  0  -10  17  
2004/2005 10 22 17 25 22 45 0 -5 24 

Brazil 

2003/2004 0 0 0 0 0 150 0 0 -150 
2004/2005 0 0 -150 0 -25 100 0 -100 -175 

Bulgaria 

2000/2001 0 0 0 0 31 25  0  0  6  
2001/2002 0 0 6 0 29 25  0  0  10  
2002/2003 0 0 10 0 30 30  0  0  10  
2003/2004 0 0 10 0 30 30  0  0  10  
2004/2005 0 0 10 0 40 35  0  0  15  

China; Peoples Republic of 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 -1,000 0  0  -50  -950  
Colombia 

2003/2004 0 0 0 0 0 -25 0 0 25 
2004/2005 0 0 25 0 -150 -100 0 0 -25 

Costa Rica 

1997/1998 0 0 0 0 -7 0  0  0  -7  
1998/1999 0 0 -7 0 -7 -4  0  0  -10  
1999/2000 0 0 -10 0 -7 -9  0  0  -8  
2000/2001 0 0 -8 0 -4 -8  0  0  -4  
2001/2002 0 0 -4 0 0 -4  0  0  0  
2003/2004 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 
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Summary of Changes in Estimates and Forecasts from Last Month 
(1,000 480 lb Bales and 1,000 Ha) 

Marketing Year 
Area 

Harvested 
Yield 
Kg/Ha 

Beginning
 Stocks Production Imports Use Loss Exports 

Ending 
Stocks 

Ecuador 

1990/1991 0 0 0 0 -30 -20  0  0  -10  
1991/1992 2 -132 -10 -15 -45 -40 0 0 -30 
1992/1993 -5 -116 -30 -18 -30 -50 0 0 -28 
1993/1994 2 -109 -28 -2 -45 -70 0 0 -5 
1994/1995 -9 -79 -5 -22 -50 -70 0 0 -7 
1995/1996 -8 36 -7 -14 -40 -60 0 0 -1 
1996/1997 -2 24 -1 -2 -30 -40 0 0 7 
1997/1998 -15 218 7 -10 -35 -40 0 0 2 
1998/1999 -11 98 2 -7 -10 -10 0 0 -5 
1999/2000 -12 73 -5 -11  17 -5  0  0  6  
2000/2001 -9 109 6 -9 4 5 0 0 -4 
2001/2002 -13 131 -4 -17 -19 -30 0 0 -10 
2002/2003 -14 -87 -10 -20 -21 -40 0 0 -11 
2003/2004 -12 348 -11 -12 -23 -35 0 0 -11 
2004/2005 -12 348 -11 -12 -25 -35 0 0 -13 

Egypt 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 0 0  0  25  -25  
Greece 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 0 0  0  150  -150  
India 

2004/2005 0 39 0 1,600 0 250 0 100 1,250 
Lithuania 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 4 5  0  0  -1  
Malaysia 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 25 25  0  0  0  
Mauritius 

1999/2000 0 0 0 0 0 14  0  -14  0  
2000/2001 0 0 0 0 -14 2  0  -15  -1  
2001/2002 0 0 -1 0 -32 -14 0 -16 -3 
2002/2003 0 0 -3 0 -32 -15 0 -18 -2 
2003/2004 0 0 -2 0 -5 0  0  -15  8  
2004/2005 0 0 8 0 5 15  0  -5  3  

Mexico 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 175 100 0 -25 100 
Paraguay 

2002/2003 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -10 10 
2003/2004 10 -11 10 5 0 0  0  51  -36  
2004/2005 -10 -67 -36 -90 0 5 0 -55 -76 

Peru 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 30 10  0  0  20  
Poland 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 40 30  0  0  10  
Romania 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 10 5 0 0 5 
Slovakia 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 -5 0  0  0  -5  
Spain 

2004/2005 0 0 0 0 -10 0 0 -30 20 
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Table 4 
Cotton Area, Yield, and Production 

World and Selected Countries and Regions 
Area (1,000 Ha) Yield (KG/Ha) Production (1,000 Bales) 

2003/2004 2004/2005 2003/200 2004/2005 2003/2004 2004/2005 

Western Hemisphere 
United States 4,858 5,284 818 951 18,255 23,080 
Brazil 1,100 1,150 1,191 1,193 6,015 6,300 
Argentina 250 390 449 419 515 750 
Mexico 62 105 1,254 1,296 357 625 
Paraguay 280 240 393 295 505 325 
Peru 83 100 727 697 277 320 
Colombia 64 65 776 804 228 240 
Others 48 58 590 556 130 148 
Total 6,745 7,392 848 936 26,282 31,788 

Europe 
EU 456 466 936 1,075 1,961 2,301 

Greece 363 375 918 1,045 1,530 1,800 
Spain 92 90 1,018 1,210 430 500 

Others 17 17 410 410 32 32 
Total 473 483 917 1,052 1,993 2,333 

Africa 
FZA 2,405 2,662 401 386 4,435 4,720 

Mali 550 540 475 444 1,200 1,100 
Burkina 460 550 457 424 965 1,070 
Benin 375 385 398 390 685 690 
Cote d'Ivoire 230 260 379 440 400 525 
Cameroon 220 220 495 495 500 500 
Chad 300 425 163 192 225 375 
Togo 185 200 382 354 325 325 
Senegal 45 42 484 518 100 100 

Egypt 218 307 919 904 920 1,275 
Sudan 179 210 377 544 310 525 
Tanzania; United R 387 500 132 229 235 525 
Nigeria 375 380 241 241 415 420 
Zimbabwe 360 330 302 241 500 365 
Zambia 300 300 236 218 325 300 
Uganda 250 400 109 109 125 200 
Mozambique 190 155 175 155 153 110 
South Africa; Repu 41 26 664 796 125 95 
Ethiopia 113 60 116 254 60 70 
Others 209 205 217 247 208 233 
Total 5,027 5,535 338 348 7,811 8,838 

Asia and Oceania
China; Peoples Re 5,110 5,690 950 1,110 22,300 29,000 
India 7,785 9,000 386 435 13,800 18,000 
Pakistan 3,092 3,200 546 782 7,750 11,500 
FSU 2,445 2,591 600 666 6,735 7,925 

Uzbekistan; Rep 1,400 1,415 638 777 4,100 5,050 
Turkmenistan 480 550 426 376 940 950 
Tajikistan; Repu 285 290 596 601 780 800 
Kazakhstan; Re 185 216 647 685 550 680 
Azerbaijan; Rep 60 80 653 612 180 225 
Kyrgyzstan; Rep 35 40 1,151 1,197 185 220 

Turkey 710 700 1,257 1,291 4,100 4,150 
Australia 196 325 1,888 1,809 1,700 2,700 
Syria 200 215 1,415 1,519 1,300 1,500 
Iran 145 175 781 778 520 625 
Burma; Union of 270 300 207 196 257 270 
Israel 10 14 1,785 1,851 82 119 
Afghanistan 50 50 370 370 85 85 
Others 190 195 424 430 370 385 
Total 20,203 22,455 636 739 58,999 76,259 

Foreign 
Total 27,590 30,581 606 684 76,830 96,138 

World 
Total 32,448 35,865 638 724 95,085 119,218 
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