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HONDURAS:

FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL IMPORT REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS
(FAIRS)

DISCLAIMER: Thisreport was prepared by the Office of Agricultural Affairsof the
USDA/Foreign Agricultural Servicein Tegucigalpa, Hondurasfor U.S. exporters of domestic
food and agricultural products. While every possible carewastaken in the preparation of this
report, information provided may not be completely accurate either because policies have
changed sinceits preparation, or because clear and consistent infor mation about these
policieswas not available. It ishighly recommended that U.S. exportersverify the full set of
import requirementswith their foreign customers, who are normally best equipped to research
such matterswith local authorities, before any goods are shipped. FINAL IMPORT
APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCT ISSUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING COUNTRY’S
RULESAND REGULATIONSASINTERPRETED BY BORDER OFFICIALSAT THE
TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY.
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A.FOOD LAWS

In Honduras, food safety is governed primarily by the Health Code (Congressiona Decree 65-91,
dated 05/28/91) and its implementing regulations (Ministry of Public Hedlth Decrees 0035 and 0077,
dated 03/08/93 and 06/08/98, respectively). To alesser degree, certain food safety issues such as
those dedling with anima products, pesticides and agriculturd chemicas, and veterinary products, are
aso governed by the Phytosanitary & Zoosanitary Law (Congressiona Decree 157-94, dated
11/04/94) and its implementing regulations. The Consumer Protection Law and the Municipdlities Law
aso ded with food safety issues on alimited scae. The main regulatory agencies regarding food safety
arethe Nationd Plant & Animd Hedth Service (SENASA) of the Minigtry of Agriculture & Livestock
and the Divison of Food Control (DFC) of the Ministry of Public Hedth. Asagenerd rule of thumb,
SENASA isresponsble for imports of raw materia and the process for food products to arrive to the
shelf and the DFC is responsible for the safety of the product sold to the consumer.  In areas of
overlapping responghilities, the two agencies normaly coordinate their efforts. In June of 1999 ajoint
Commission of the Minidtries of Public Health and Agriculture & Livestock was formed to coordinate
food safety issues more closely. This Commission has dready brought about many changesin the
GOH'’sregulatory framework pertaining to food safety which have been here reported. In addition, the
Commisson is an on going committee reviewing procedures and increasing coordination between the
various agencies involved in food safety.

In generd terms, food safety legidation is geared toward: a) protecting the hedlth of consumersin
relation to their consumption of food products; b) avoiding fraud in transactions dedling with food
products; and c) protecting Honduras' economic interests in both domestic and internationa trade of
food products to strengthen Honduras' commercid ties with other countries.

Unfortunatdly, a times the Government of Honduras (GOH) lacks the basic infrastructure and the
necessary human and economic resources to adequately implement its food safety legidation. Imported
food products, for instance, are ingpected only a major ports and border crossings. Many products
enter through aternative channels which forces the DFC to ingpect products as well a the wholesde
and retall levels. However, it is common knowledge that many products go unchecked. Asisthe case
in many countries with limited resources, enforcement isincongstent of exigting laws and regulaions.
Nonetheless, the GOH is making efforts to strengthen its enforcement of food safety laws and
regulations. Increased laboratory testing, in terms of both quantity and quality, as well as harmonization
of food safety regulations within the Centrd American region can be expected in upcoming years.

B. LABELING REQUIREMENTS

Required Information

The following information must be specified on labels of dl food products

Name of the product. The name, which is normaly specific and not generic, must indicate the true

nature of the product. When a specific name is not available, the common name normaly associated
with the product should be used aslong asit is not mideading to the consumer.
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Name of the manufacturer or packaging company.
Origin (country).

List of ingredients (except for single-ingredient products). The list should be clearly marked and
must be in descending order by initid weight (m/m) at the time the product was manufactured. Thelist
must pecify if water has been added except in cases when water is part of an ingredient such as brine,
syrup or broth. When a product contains one or more additives, the label must specify the name,
purpose, and concentration of each. When a product contains enriched nutritious substances such as
vitamins, minerd sdts and proteins, the label should read: “Naturdly Enriched Food Product” or
“Enriched Artificid Food Product,” whichever the case may be. The labe should aso specify the name
and the content per serving or consumption unit.

Lot number. This number must be engraved or marked in an inddlible manner and may be placed on
any externd surface of the package.

Expiration date. When the product has a short life span, the day, month and year of expiration must
be specified. The following products are excluded from this requirement: acoholic beverages
containing 10 percent or more of acohol by volume, bakery products which due to their nature are
generdly consumed within 24 hours of the time they were produced, vinegar, sdt, chewing gum, fresh
fruits and vegetables.

Net content. The content must be specified in units of the internationd system and in the following
manner: by volume for liquid food products, by weight for solid food products, and by ether weight or
volume for semi-solid or viscous food products.

Sanitary regigtration number provided by the DFC.
Additional Requirements
In addition to the above, food products must dso adhere to the following labdling requirements:

1. Labdsmay be made of paper or any other materid that can be attached or permanently printed on
the package.

2. All writing on labels shal be madein acdear and legible manner and shall not fade under normal use.
All inscriptions should dso be made in Spanish, unless authorized otherwise by the DFC.

3. Labdsthat are atached to a container may have inscriptions on the reverse aslong asthey are
clearly visible through the container.

4. Theinformation contained in the label of pre-packaged foods shal not be mideading in any way as
to the product’s: true nature, compogtion, qudity, origin, quantity, expiration, essentia properties and
the generd treatment(s) to which it was submitted.
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5. When the product requires refrigeration it must be labeled accordingly.

6. When the product is easily contaminated and requires refrigeration after opening or must be
consumed immediately, the label must sate ether: "For immediate consumption after opening” or
"Refrigerate after opening’”, whichever the case may be.

7. When the product is artificid it must be labeled accordingly.

8. All food products which have been treated with radiaion (ionizing energy) must specify on the label
(close to the product's name) the nature of the treetment. When an irradiated product is utilized as an
ingredient in another product, this must be specified on the list of ingredients,

9. Product labels should not be mideading, cause erroneous interpretations, or confusion.
10. Products should not be labeled asto imitate another product.

11. Labesare not permitted on the internal part of a package or container which would causeit to
come in contact with the product itsdlf.

12. Product labels should not indicate that the product has thergpeutic, preventive or heding, or any
other attributes not normally associated with the product.

13. Required labding information should not be displayed on strips, bands, lids, tops, covers, caps, or
any other part of the package which is used in opening the product, unless so authorized by the DFC.

14. Labdsof products for export may be partidly or wholly written in the language of the country of
destination and may contain the inscription: “For Export.”

Legdlly, products cannot be imported into Honduras with just the standard U.S. labdl. However, since
most imported foodstuffs are of U.S. origin and the GOH recognizes that in the vast mgjority of cases
U.S. food products are wholesome and safe to consume, the GOH generdly alows the importation of
U.S. products which smply display the standard U.S. [abdl. The DFC reports no complaints regarding
U.S. labels either from trade sources or consumers. Stick-on labels are dso alowed in order to fully
comply with Honduran labeling requirements. Labels must be affixed prior to customs clearance and at
the time of product regidration. As mentioned earlier, enforcement of these regulationsis an uphill
battle for the GOH, but the DFC is working toward making improvements in this regard.

Samples need not be registered with the DFC nor are they required to be labeled. However, dl
samples are subject to laboratory analysis and DFC approval. Bulk-packed or indtitutiona-size
products may display only one label per package, aslong as smdler individua packages are not
intended for individud retail sde.

Recommended Dally Intake (RDI) standards may vary from those in the U.S. as Honduras follows
those of the Codex Alimentarius. As mentioned above, products with limited shelf-life are required to
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display an expiration date. In practice, the DFC usudly determines the shelf-life for perishable
products. The U.S. bar code system is being implemented by mgor retail outlets. The DFC is hot
opposed to the bar code being included on labels. Any exceptions to the above requirements, such as
might be granted to products donated for humanitarian purposes, must be approved by the DFC.

Nutritional Labeling

Honduras has no requirements regarding nutritiona labeling. Consequently, the U.S. nutrition pandl is
fully acceptable. The DFC treats nutrient content clams (i.e. low in saturated fat), absolute descriptors
(i.e. high fiber or low fat), rdative descriptors (i.e. “light” or “reduced sugar”), and other implied clams
on acase by case basis when complaints are received from the public. As mentioned earlier, product
labds should not indicate that the product has thergpeutic, preventive or heding, or any other attributes
not normally associated with the product. While enforcement of such hedlth daimsis often difficult, the
DFC does place specid care in ensuring that thisis the case with sugar. The Honduran sugar industry
adds vitamin A to dl sugar for direct human consumption. Therefore, the DFC oversees that only this
sugar islabeed as such.

C. FOOD ADDITIVE REGULATIONS

The DFC has neither alist of acceptable nor unacceptable food additives. In practice, al the Codex
food additives are accepted for the specific products for which they are approved. Specid
requirements exist only for food colorings. The DFC dlows only the following seven (7) coloringsin
foodstuffs:

Ydlow #5
Ydlow #6
Blue#1l
Blue#2
Red #2
Red #3
Red #40

NoOgr~WNPRE

D. PESTICIDESAND OTHER CONTAMINANTS

Pedticide use isregulated by SENASA. All pesticides, aswell as veterinary products, must be
registered with SENASA prior to being marketed. SENASA usesalist of pesticides gpproved for use
in Honduras. However, SENASA does not have specific tolerance levels of pesticidesin food
products. Generaly speaking, SENASA accepts the tolerance levels set forth by the Codex
Alimentarius.

E. PRODUCT REGISTRATION

All processed food products must be registered and a sanitary registration number issued, prior to
entering the country. Only samples, to be used for the registration process, will be alowed to enter the
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country. The registration of afood product is done a DFC.

Product registration must be carried out by the legal representative of the importer. Moreover, dl U.S.
documents must be authenticated by aU.S. lawyer or the loca Honduran Consulate. DFC regulations
dlow for up to 30 daysto process a product regidtration. In practice, firg-time registrations usudly
take between 15 and 20 days, but subsequent regidtrations are usudly handled in lesstime,

The request for product regigtration must include the following items:

1. Full name, maritd status, occupation, Nationd Identification Card (number and place of issue only),
and address of the product owner or distributor.

2. Name of the manufacturer or establishment.

3. Name of the product.

4. Product origin (including the nationality and address of manufacturer, distributor or representative).
5. Quantitative aswell as quditative ligting of product’ singredients (including any additives).

6. Statement indicating whether the product regisiration is for purposes of producing, exporting, or
domestic digribution.

7. Two (2) label samples.
8. Three (3) commercidly packaged samples of the product.
9. Copy of the Sanitary License of the Establishment.

10. Authenticated copy of the Trademark Registration Certificate issued by the Ministry of Industry
and Commerce (only if deemed necessary by the DFC).

11. Inthe case of imported products, the DFC may require specid certificates which guarantee the
innocuousness of the product. Such certificates (i.e. Certificate of Free Sale, Radiation Certificate,

efc.) areto be issued by the appropriate Health Authority in the country of origin and duly authenticated
by the Honduran Consulate in that country. If the certificates are in alanguage other than Spanish, they
must be accompanied by a Spanish trandation.

12. Proof of payment of the |aboratory analyss and sanitary registration.

Regidration requirements are equd for al product. New or unusua packaging or containers are usualy
anayzed prior to product registration. Unlike in other countries, al products undergo laboratory
andysis prior to regigtration. The analysis may be conducted by the GOH or it may be conducted by a
private laboratory if so authorized by the DFC.
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F. OTHER REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

Thetable that follows shows legidation and regulatory agencies affecting certain key issues regarding

the importation of food products:.

Issue L egidation Regulatory Agency
(Ministry)
1. Consumer Packaging Hedlth Code & Regs. 1/ Public Hedlth

2. Weights and Measures

Consumer Protection Law

Industry & Commerce

3. Vitamin Enrichment Hedth Code & Regs. 1/ Public Hedlth
4. Novel Foods Hedth Code & Regs. 1/ Public Hedlth
5. Dietetic or Special Use Hedlth Code & Regs. 1/ Public Hedlth
Foods

6. Food Sanitation Hedlth Code & Regs. 1/ Public Hedlth

7. Marine Products

Phyto & Zoosanitary Law 2/
Hedth Code & Regs. 1/

Agriculture & Livestock
Public Hedlth

8Animd Quarantine

Phyto & Zoosanitary Law 2/

Agriculture & Livestock

Order Shipments

9. Wine/Beer/Alcohalic Hedth Code & Regs. 1/ Public Hedlth
Beverages

10. Organic Foods & hedlth Hedlth Code & Regs. 1/ Public Hedlth
Foods

11. Product Samples & Mall 3/ 3

12. Meat Products

Phyto & Zoosanitary Law 2/
Hedth Code & Regs. 1/

Agriculture & Livestock
Public Hedlth

1/ - Health Code (Congressiond Decree 65-91) and Implementing Regulations (Ministry of Public
Health Decrees 0035-93 & 0077-93).
2/ - Phytosanitary & Zoosanitary Law (Congressiona Decree 157-94 and Implementing Regulations).
3/ - The pogta system is generaly not used for sending food product samples.

Depending on the circumstances, other GOH agencies may be involved in one way or another with
imports of food products (seethe Ligt of Useful Contacts at the end of this report).

G. COPYRIGHTSAND TRADEMARKS

UNCLASSFIED
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The GOH has taken recent actions to substantially improve the Intellectual Property Right (IPR)
climate. Traditiondly, well-known trademarks have been routingly infringed and protection under loca
law did not approach international standards. However, in 1993 Honduras passed a comprehensive
IPR law. The GOH has since complied with thislegidation’ s requirements by creating an IPR Office
within the Minigtry of Industry and Commerce to implement and enforce its copyright, trademark, and
patent laws. Important amendments to the country’ s copyright law are now under consideration by the
executive branch of the GOH.

Asasgnatory to the Uruguay Round agreements and member of the World Trade Organization
(WTO), Honduras has accepted the new TRIPS standard. In addition, Honduras is currently
negotiating a bilateral 1PR agreement with the United States. To be protected under Honduran Law,
trademarks must be registered with the Minigtry of Industry and Commerce. Trademark Regigtrations
arevdid for 10 years from the registration date. “Notorious marks’ are protected under the
Pan-American Convention (1917) of which Hondurasisaparty. Illega regigtration of a notorious
mark, however, must be contested in court by the origina holder.

H.IMPORT PROCEDURES

Imports of raw and processed agricultura products are reviewed by the National Plant and Animal
Hedth Service (SENASA) of the Minigtry of Agriculture and Livestock. In order to obtain an import
permit, al importers of foodstuffs, additives, and inputs used in food processing, must submit the
following documentsto SENASA.:

Phyto or Zoo Sanitary Import Permit Request provided by SENASA
Pre-Certification Application

Certificate of Origin

Pro- Forma Invoice

The authorities at SENASA are requesting importers to complete a Pre-Certification Application that
was not in existence prior to January 2002. This gpplication is arequest from the importer that
SENASA ingpectsthe U.S. plant that the product comes from. SENASA has not been inspecting the
exporting manufacturing plants and it gppears to the Office of Agriculturd Affairsthat SENASA is
attempting to create alisting or registry of "approved” plants. Importers are required to complete a
pre-certification gpplication. In addition, the importer should indicate the Establishment Registration
Number that SENASA has assigned to them.

Please note that SENASA is requesting the Phyto or Zoo Sanitary Certificate be issued by a
federd government authority in the plant where the food has been processed. For the U.S,, thisis
normaly aFSISingpector. SENASA is not accepting documents from the commercid trading
companies.

Regarding imports of U.S. poultry products, SENASA has requested USDA to add an Additiona
Declaration to the phyto certificates. The AD indicates that "the poultry product or sub-product
originates in areas free of high or low pathogenic avian influenza'.
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At the port, the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock and OIRSA (Regiond-Internationa Organization
for Anima and Plant Hedlth) have agreed to deegate OIRSA the respongibility of al quarantine
ingpections and trestment of agricultura imports. OIRSA’s Plant and Anima Protection Service
(SEPA) follows SENASA guiddines for requirements of raw materia and processed foods imports.

A SEPA Ingpector, a Customs Inspector, and an Enforcement Officid of the Ministry of Finance are
usudly involved in clearing imports of food products. In order to expedite Customs clearance dl the
information pertaining to the import of foodstuffs should be in Spanish. Product |abels not in Spanish
must be accompanied by a Spanish trandation.

Prior to granting Customs clearance, the SEPA  Inspector will conduct the appropriate inspection of
the product. Shipments of food products with an Import Permit gpproved by SENASA, and for which
al the necessary documentation has been provided, are normaly granted Customs clearance in a short
period of time, ranging from afew hours to two days (depending on the work load at the port).
Shipments of food products that were not registered with SENASA prior to import are normally
detained at the port of entry where product sampling is conducted. The samples will later be subject to
laboratory andysisto check the physical, chemica and biologica characteristics of the product. If the
laboratory analysis indicates that the product does not meet acceptable standards, the product may be
confiscated and later destroyed, re-exported, or tagged for anima consumption depending on its
condition and characteritics as determined by the authorities. An gppeals system does exist for
disputed product rgections. The Honduran Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock hasaLegd
Department, which handles these types of issues.

|. TARIFFS

Honduras did not negotiate any Tariff Rate Quotas when it became a member of the WTO. It does
however, have limitations on imports of rice and corn in order to protect loca production. Imports of
these two products during harvest time are not dlowed. In addition, Honduras doesn't dlow the
importation of U.S. poultry due to Phytosanitary barriers.

Dutiesin Honduras are in generd:
0-5% Raw materids

10% Intermediate goods

15%  Finished goods

J. POST INFORMATION

If you have any questions regarding this report or need assistance exporting to Honduras, please
contact the U.S. Agriculturd Affairs Office at the following address.
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Office of Agricultural Affairs, U.S. Embassy
Avenida Reforma 7-01 Zona 10
Guatemala, Ciudad 01010

Phone: (502) 332-4030

Fax: (502) 331-8293

E-mail: AgGuatemda@fas.usda.gov

Office of Agriculturd Affairs, U.S. Embassy

Avenida LaPaz, Tegucigdpa, Honduras

Phone: (504) 238-5114, ext. 4354, 4544

Fax:  (504) 236-8342

E-mall: GomezA @fas.usda.gov or DavidT @fas.usda.gov

For further information on exporting U.S. agricultura products to Honduras and other countries, please
vigt the Foreign Agriculture Service home page: www.fas.usda.gov or contact the following officids
directly.

Appendix A

1. Name: Dr. Lizardo Reyes Title: Director Generdl

Ingtitution: Servicio Naciond de Sanidad Agropecuaria (SENASA),
Secretariade Agriculturay Ganaderia

Address. Blvd. Miraflores, Avenida La FAO, Tegucigapa, Honduras
Phone: (504) 239-7067, 232-7867

Fax: (504) 232-6213

2. Name German Alfaro

Title Director

Indtitution: Divisién de Control de Alimentos,

Secretaria de Saud Plblica

Address :Barrio Morazan, Frente a Estacion de Bomberos, Tegucigal pa, Honduras.
Tel. (504) 232-1139

Fax: (504) 232-2713

Appendix B

1. Name Dr. Luis Munguia
Title Director

UNCLASSFIED Foreign Agricultural ServicelUSDA



GAIN Report #H02005 Page 12 of 12

Ingtitution: Centro de Estudio y Control de Contaminantes (CESCO)

Address. Barrio Morazan, Frente a Estacion de Bomberos, Tegucigadpa, Honduras
Phone: (504) 231-1006

Fax: (504) 239-0954

2. Name S. Max AlexisRivera

Title: Director

Ingtitution: Laboratorio Naciond de Andisis de Resduos Quimicosy Bioldgicos
Address: Col. San José del Pedregal Apartado. Postal 3416, Tegucigapa, Honduras
Phone: (504) 233-6361

Fax: (504) 233-1081

3. Name: Ing. Eduardo Salgado

Title: Sub-Director Técnico

Ingtitution: Dept. De Sanidad Vegetal, Servicio Naciond de Sanidad Agropecuaria (SENASA),
Secretariade Agriculturay Ganaderia

Address: Blvd. Miraflores, Ave. LaFAOQO, Tegucigapa, Honduras

Phone: (504) 235-8425, 232-6213

Fax: (504) 235-8425, 232-6213

4. Name: Dr. Carlos Humberto Aguilar

Title: Jefe dd Servicio de Ingpeccidn Oficia de Productos de Origen Animdl
Ingtitution: Servicio Naciond de Sanidad Agropecuaria (SENASA),
Secretariade Agriculturay Ganaderia

Address: Blvd. Miraflores, Ave. LaFAO, Tegucigapa, Honduras

Phone: (504) 239-7089, 232-5400

Fax: (504) 231-0786/239-7067
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